














































































































Consultation on Home
Education Guidelines

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 31 July

2007
Your comments must reach us by that date.

department for

education and skills

creating opportunity, releasing potential,achieving excellence
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THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically
please use the online or offline response facility available on the
Department for Education and Skills e-consultation website
(http:/lwww.dfes.gov.uk/consultations)

The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow
public access to information held by the Diepartment. This does not necessarily
mean that your response can be made avhilable to the public as there are
exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to
which the Data Protection Act 1998 appligs. You may request confidentiality by
ticking the box provided, but you should npte that neither this, nor an
automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude
the public right of access.

Please tick if you want us to keep youriresponse confidential.|

Name D

Organisation (if applicable) Education Le
Address:

If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consuitation you can contact
Elaine Haste on:

Telephone: 0870 000 2288

e-mail: elaine.haste@dfes.gsi.gov.uk

If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the
Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888
Fax: 01928 794 113

e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk







1 Do you agree that it is helpful for the DFES to issue guidelines to local
authorities?

Comments:

Such a document is to be welcomed as 2 means of further encouraging all LAs
to have a clear understanding of their ro;s and responsibilities in this area.

2 Do you agree that the description of the|law (paragraphs 2.1-2.3) relating to
elective home education is accurate and dlear?

Comments:

An Annex with examples of case law outcomes would be a helpful addition to
the guidelines.




3 Do you agree that the description of local authorities’ responsibilities
(paragraphs 2.5-2.11) is accurate and helpful?

this section to encourage parents/carers{to engage with LA Officers.

Para 2.5 states that “.. all children should make reasonable progress”. Agreed.
But who is to be the judge of this? Is it tg be the parents/carers only? If so then
there is no role for the LA unless a “risk assessment” indicates the need to
contact the parents/carers. If the LA is tod make a judgement then it will require
an evidence base arrived at from either a meeting with the parent/carers and
child or some written evidence of work completed by the child. If parents do not
accept a home visit from an LA officer then is the guidance suggesting that LAs
can insist on receiving written informatioh from the parents/carers? If so, the
wording in the guidance needs to be stranger. The word “progress” is distinct
from the word “attainment”. “Progress” involves as assessment of attainment
between at least two points in time and therefore would require the LA to either
meet “regularly” with the parents/carers gr request written evidence from them
on a “regular” basis.




4 Do you agree that the section on conta¢t with the local authority (paragraphs
3.4-3.7) is accurate and helpful?

Comments:

The section is generally helpful although there are issues regarding the
reference, in Para 3.4, to a “risk based gpproach” and to “taking into
consideration the individual and community’s circumstances”. How should a LA
calculate risk? What criteria should be used? How can risk be calculated if there
is no means of identifying it other than bl information the LA receives from
other services and agencies and the general public? Is there an implication by
referring to a “community’s circumstances” that some communities are “at risk”
or more likely to be “at risk™? If so, what types of risk are being considered?
What criteria should be utilised? Is it beihg implied that LAs have greater
“authority” to seek contact with parents/garers who live in areas with certain
socio-economic characteristics? Dangerpus?

Para 3.7states that “If they (parents/cardrs) choose not to meet, they will need
to provide evidence that they are providipg an efficient and suitable education”.
They will need to? Will be required to? How does the LA insist on receiving this
if it is not forthcoming when parents/cargrs are under no legal obligation to
provide it? Does the degree of insistence rest on a risk assessment undertaken
by the LA? Again how do we know whatithe “risk” is if we cannot engage with
reluctant parents/carers? Does it come back again to the LA receiving “adverse”
information from other services and agejicies and the general public?

Quite apart from the educational provisian, is the safeguarding responsibility. If
Every Child Matters (and they do) how can an LA know if an EHE child is safe,
healthy etc unless we actually see the child? Parents do not have to engage
with us and even if they do there is no cﬁligaﬁon for them to let us see the child
unless we have cause for concern (qv. Mictoria Klimbie case).




3.11-3.14) - and in particular, the charac

ristics of provision (paragraph 3.13) —

5 Do you agree that the section on provioxg a full-time education (paragraphs

is accurate and helpful?

Comments:

Helpful in part. In Para 3.13 further bull

points might be added such as:
Parents can describe a coherent pducational philosophy which illustrates
serious intent to educate the child sufficient to convince a reasonable
person that the child is receiving efficient, suitable full time education
according to his/her age, ability, gptitude and nay special educational
needs.
Parents/carers keep written recorfls of educational provision being made
for the child .
Parents evaluate the progress the child is making, monitor gaps in
children’s learning and address these

Children have access to community facilities (including sport and other
recreational facilities) that support their physical, social and emotional
development

Comments:

Generally yes.
Once again the issue is raised for LAs of “You don’t know what you don’t know”.
How do LAs safeguard children’s learning at home if parents/carers are under

no obligation to engage with the LA?




7 a) Are the suggested resources in sectipn 5 and appendix 2 useful?

Comments

You mean Annex B? Yes.




8 Please use this space for any other cor
guidelines

hments you wish to make about the

Comments:

Of course the key issues for LAs are:

[ ]
e Parents being able to choose not
their enquiries re home educatior
o Safeguarding of children. LAs hay
Is the “bottom line” that LAs should be t
educated at home unless they have reli

that parents are not providing a “suitable

If so, DfES guidance to LAs could poten

The lack of specific legal definitions of suitable, efficient and full time

ye no right to see the child.

fially be quite brief!

to engage with LA officers regarding
provision

king no active interest in children being
ble evidence (good reason to believe)
" education?

Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to

acknowledge individual responses unless

Please acknowiledge this reply X

Here at the Department for Education and
many different topics and consultations. A

it be alright if we were to contact you agaif
or to send through consultation documents

you place an 'X' in the box below.

Skills we carry out our research on
S your views are valuable to us, would

from time to time either for research
?

All UK national public consultations are re
standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process,
written consultation at least once during t

2. Be clear about what your proposals are
are being asked and the timescale for resg

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, cf

4. Give feedback regarding the responses
process influenced the policy.

iuired to conform to the following

llowing a minimum of 12 weeks for
development of the policy.

who may be affected, what questidns
yonses.

pncise and widely accessible.

received and how the consuitation




