
















































































-e-Consultation : response edit

Page 1 of 8
_-consultation . o Loggedinas:
Home / Consultation on Home Education Guidelines... / Analysis / Response Edit
__Consultation on Home Education Guidelines ...
depariment for

education and skills | response edit _-

This screen displays the contents of an individual response, including the respondent's personal details and their answers to the questionnaire.

Consultations You can JUMP to another response by supplying an appropriate reponse number, or move to the NEXT or PREVIOUS response. The response
- number is the number automatically assigned to the response when it was submitted by the respondent. It is equivalent to the Consultation Unit's
Consuttation Home Reference Number. It is assigned to each response and remains unique. Where a response has been deleted from the system, the
Manual Response Entry reason is displayed in place of the response.
Analysis

Click here for more information about using this screen
Campaigns

‘ : 80| e
Acknowledgements ; Ref _ ‘
System Tools |,E_f!t,‘“? Response g _- Northamptonshire County Council

Personal Details

identifier: 480

RESPOTSe Type Online
Title: i
First Name: -
Last Name: -

b | beennd § Rrnnd § b | b

Email: SR N orthamptonshire.gov.uk
Organisation: [Northamptonshire County Council
Address:

Response on behalf of an organisation: @ Yos C No

Campaign:

https://secu re.dfes._qov.uk/consultationsadmin/responseEditForm.cfm?ReauestTimeout=500 1171212007
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[Not Part of Campaign @ *
Confidential Response:  Yes ® No
Future Contact: @ Yes C No
Acknowledge‘ Response: @ Yes " No

Acknowledgements: JAcknowledgement email I

Inform when published: & Yos C No

Koy Rosponso: I

Respondent Information Questions l Identifier: 480

Which of the following best describes you:

¢ Home educator

(" Organisation representing home educators
@ Local authority

¢ Young person who is/was home educated

C Other (please specify)

Please specify:

Consultation Questions ldentifier: 480

1 Do you agree that it is helpful for the DfES to issue guidelines to local authorities?
@ Yes

 No

" Not Sure

' No Response

Key Indicators: | (emm——— e —

hitns://secure dfes.aov.uk/consultationsadmin/responseEditForm.cfm?ReauestTimeout=500 11/12/2007
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New Key Indicator(s): l l

Answer/Comments: | The issuing of guidance to Local Authorities is welcomed provided that it incorporates a much

greater emphasis on safeguarding which is riot apparent in this document. The suggestion that
children should have access to a full-time and suitable education will not be promoted through this
guidance. A clearer definition of Section 7 of the Education Act 1996 would assist both Local
Authorities and parents in meeting their responsibilities

Text for Report: |}

2 Do you agree that the description of the law (paragraphs 2.1-2.3) relating to elective home education is accurate and clear?
@ Yes

C No

* Not Sure

" No Response

Keﬂndmmw

New Key indicator(s): l J

Answer/Comments: | The description of the law is accurate as it stands. However, whilst the law states that “no person
shall be denied the right to education”, in practice there is no mechanism to seek the young
person’s views. Recent DfES research demonstrates the benefits of seeking the voice of the child.
The document describes education law but compromises the welfare of the child, particularly by
not addressing the Every Child Matters agenda.

Text for Report: |k

3 Do you agree that the description of local authorities’ responsibilities (paragraphs 2.5-2.11) is accurate and helpful?

C Yes
@ No

https://secure.dfes.gov.uk/consultationsadmin/responseEditForm.cfm?ReauestTimeout=500 11/12/12007
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' Not Sure
(" No Response
A L ————
.

New Key indicator(s):

I |

Answer/Comments:

This description is not appropriate or helpful as it fails in that, whilst the legal provision is clarified,
there is no common understanding of the components or minimum standards of appropriate
educational provision. How is reasonable progress to be measured without effective and realistic
liaison between the Local Authority and families? The wording in this paragraph does not mitigate
towards developing these relationships. Whilst it is good that the Local Authority must be satisfied,
there are no criteria or benchmarking for this to be accomplished.

Text for Report:

4 Do you agree that the section on contact with the local authority (paragraphs 3.4-3.7) is accurate and helpful?

C Yes

: No

¢ Not Sure

" No Response

Key Indicators:

ey )
e

New Key Indicator(s):

I |

Answer/Comments:

The suggestions contained in these paragraphs do not reflect the ECM agenda, nor provide
guidance on how Local Authorities should engage with children and families. Whilst there are
many successful examples of home education, the activities of the West family in the early 90s,
and the case prosecuted in Bristol Crown Court (Eunice Spry — see -
hitp://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hifengland/gloucestershire/6449313.stm), appear to have been overlooked
completely

https://secure.dfes.qov.uk/consu|tationsadmin/responseEditForm.cfm?ReouestTimeout=500
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Text for Report:

Page 5 of 8

5 Do you agree that the section on providing a full-time education (paragraphs 3.11-3.14) — and in particular, the characteristics of
provision (paragraph 3.13) — is accurate and helpful?

C Yes

@ No

¢ Not Sure

C No Response

Key Indicators:

Tessyssssss) ‘S RsseSE—————
s

New Key indicator(s):

l |

Answer/Comments:

The comments in 3.11 are not consistent with the testing arrangements currently in place for

11-14 suddenly become prescriptive. It is not clear how the Local Authority will be able to develop
an informed view. In practice the Local Authority has minimal powers to intervene or investigate,
should concerns exist. There is no reference to children with SEN whose parents may wish to
home educate. This means that the most vuinerable children of all may not be protected. The
system proposed does not allow for the Local Authority to be aware of all children home educated.
Therefore it will be impossible for the Local Authority to ensure that any special educational needs
a home educated child may have can be considered.

Text for Report:

ldentifier: 480

6 Do you agree that the section on developing relationships (section 4) is useful?

https://secure.dfes.aov.uk/consultationsadmin/responseEditForm.cfm?ReauestTimeout=500

C Yes
¢ No

11/12/2007



e-Consultation : response edit

Page 6 of 8

¢ Not Sure
C No Response

Key Indicators:

e N
s ———

New Key Indicator(s):

L |

Answer/Comments:

This section is written from the perspective that the Local Authority will be punitive rather than
supportive in their earliest interventions. Northamptonshire seeks to work in parinership with
parents to resolve any difficulties. Also the section does not address the complexities for Local
Authorities who are attempting to safeguard children; to work consistently with the 2002/2003
Education Act which addresses the child’s needs and to establish and promote good working
relationships with home educating families. :

Text for Repo ~

C Yes

: No

@& Not Sure

(" No Response

Key Indicators:

New Key Indicator(s):

|

Answer/Comments:

While providing useful information on suggested resources this section raises other questions and
concerns. Flexi-schooling, however flexible for the parents, will present organisational difficulties
and may increase absence. There is insufficient clarity about monitoring and supervision
arrangements. Concerns are expressed at the differential between the authoritative view that is
apparent but which does not easily relate to the general lack of direction in the document
generally. There is insufficient evidence to suggest that work experience for home educated pupils
happens to any sufficient degree. There are also concerns that schools may use the flexibie
school attendance option to code absences as approved educational activity on the basis that
they have approved the parent to supervise the arrangements.

Text for Report:

https://secure.dfes._qov.uk/consultationsadmin/responseEditForm.cfm?RequestTimeout=500 ' 11/12/12007



e-Consultation : response edit Page 7 of 8

7 b) Should any other contacts be included?

C Yes
 C No )
(&> Not Sure
(" No Response

Key Indicators:
New Key Indicator(s): r

Answer/Comments: | Local Authorities are often cautious of appearing to recommend or endorsing resources as where
the parent or child is unhappy with the outcomes achieved in using these resources the LA may
be seen as culpable.

Text fOr REDOT: | e ————————————

8 Please use this space for any other comments you wish to make about the guidelines

Key Indicators: | [~ sy 7' GENEEEND en—————
I oEEeeaSREEE |
New Key Indicator(s): r ]

Answer/Comments: | Paragraph 2.4 fails to protect children from the potential ill effects of these parental rights and
responsibilities. There must be an appropriate reference to the Children Missing Education work, it
is not acceptable to suggest that the duty described further in paragraph 2.6 does not apply to
children educated at home and should be reworded to reflect this.

Paragraph 3.1 — 3.3. If this work is to be taken seriously, it is essential that appropriate funding is
available and that the nominated senior officer should be someone with appropriate safeguarding
knowledge and experience.

httos://secure.dfes.aov.uk/consultationsadmin/resnonseFEditForm.cfm?ReauestTimeout=500 11/12/2007
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Paragraph 3.9 is inaccurate. The 1995 regulations were repealed by the 2006 regulations and the
appropriate section is now section 8 of the Education (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations
2006.

Guidance on a reasonable timescales should be included, and that this should be negotiated
between the Local Authority and the parents.

There is an assumption that all parents who are electing for home education are doing so from a
sound basis and as an informed proactive choice. However, there are examples of known cases
where this is not the case and where children have been subject to significant harm, consequently
the opportunity to protect all children is compromised by the above assumption, however few the
number of worrying cases.

Text for Report:

|E,"§‘,f§Re§E‘?O§9.« - i —- Northamptonshire County Council
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