























































































































Consultationjon Home
Education Guidelines
Consultation Response Form
The closing date for this congultation is: 31 July

2007
Your comments must reach us by that date.

department for
education and skills

creating opportunity, releasing potential, aghieving excellence




please use the online or offline response facility available on the
Department for Education and Skills e-cgnsultation website
(http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations).

THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If yOt;Hwish to respond electronically

The information you provide in your responge will be subject to the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which aliow
public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily
mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are
exemptions relating to information provided jn confidence and information to
which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies.|You may request confidentiality by
ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an
automatically-generated e-mail confidentialify statement, will necessarily exclude
the public right of access.

Please tick if you want us to keep your r¢sponse confidential.,

Name
Organisation (if applicable) Brighton and Hoye City Council
Address:

If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact
Elaine Haste on:

Telephone: 0870 000 2288
e-mail: elaine.haste@dfes.gsi.gov.uk

If you have a query relating to the consultatipn process you can contact the
Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888
Fax: 01928 794 113

e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk




Which of the following best describes you:




1 Do you agree that it is helpful for the DfES to issue guidelines to local
authorities?

Comments:
It is goodito have guidance but legal stattor more specific guidelines are
needed in'some places as parents may experience different responses from
different LEAs. The guidelines need to bririg clarity and consistency. Some
areas still need addressing e.g. definition of full time. A separate section for
LEAs and parents would be better. '

2 Do you agree that the description of the law (paragraphs 2-.1-2.3) relating to
elective home education is accurate and cigar?

Comments:
2.2 What happens if a child wants to go to|school but the parent doesn’t want

this? Who| advocates for the child? Is the garent's decision overriding?
2.3 Greater clarity needed e.g. definitions of efficient, suitable, fulitime.
2.4 Conflicting with allows parents time to establish a programme.

3 Do you agree that the description of local puthorities’ responsibilities
(paragraphs 2.5-2.11) is accurate and helpful? .




Comments:
2.5 Helpful and accurate but a definition of reasonable is necessary.

2.6 Neither helpful nor accurate as we als¢ have a duty to identify children in
danger oﬂmlssmg education. We need to be able to ensure that the home
educatlonl programme is happening beforg we can be sure they are not missing
education,

2.7 Accurate but how would you know if t y were not providing a suitable
educatlont if you are not able to monitor it and the parents/carer refuse to have
any contal ct with the LEA? Parents of vulngrable young people may refuse to
have contact with other agencies.
15 working days or 15 days?

2.8 Not sure.

2.9 Accurate and helpful

2.10 “Reasonabie steps” This is very diffictit to interpret.

2.11 Accurate but how is a LEA able to sareguard young people with whom
they have no contact? There is nowhere in the document where this impasse is

clarified.

4 Do you agree that the section on contact with the local authority (paragraphs
3.4-3.7) is accurate and helpful?

Comments:
3.4 How is the LEA able to take a “risk-based approach” with families who
choose to have no involvement with the them? '

3.5 It is good that the young person is giveh an opportunity to express his/her
views. In line two “can be” would be better replaced by “is being”.

3.6 How does a parent writing a report show anything apart from the fact that
the parentiis able to write a report otherwise an accurate and helpful section?
3.7 This section does not lie well with sectibn 3.4 where the guidelines state, “
where parents do not want any involvemerit with the local authority, the LA
should not automatically assume that therq is a problem which needs
investigating.” In this section one could infar that parents do need to have
contact to provide evidence that they are p oviding an efficient and suitable
education.

5 Do you agree that the section on providing a full-time education (paragraphs
3.11-3.14) — and in particular, the characteristics of provision (paragraph 3.13) —
is accurate and helpful?




numbef of hours a year. Deﬁmhon of full- omerwﬁse Leas have an
impossible job trying to judge what this means.

3.12 Accurate snd heipful

3.13 Helpful to have an indication of what provision should include but how
would a LEA be abie to be sure this was Happening with the families who
choose to have no contact?

3.14 “may Choese” is too vague.

6 Do you agree that the section on developing relationships (section 4) is useful?

avoid this. E.g. hewcahanLEAeva!uaﬁearowsuonmamﬁenrepoﬁ?

d resources in sectior] 5 and appendix 2 useful?




Comments:

7 b) Should any ether contacts be included?

Comments:

Anti-bullying Campaign

Connexions

Funding

Islamic Home School Advisory Network
Local/ regionat groups

Post16

Publishers

QCA

Ressources

SATS informatien

Single parent heme educating groups

8 Please use this space for any other comrhents you wish to make about the
guidelines




Comments:
3.10 Reasonabie timescale needs clarification. .

It would be useful to have a definition of ajbroad and balanced curriculum.
This would be a good opportunity to close] the legal loophole and ensure that
parents have to notify the LEA if they intefid to educate their children at home.




Thank you for taking the time to let us have{your views. We do not intend to
acknowledge individual responses unless ypu place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply x

Here at the Department for Education and $kills we carry out our research on

many different topics and consultations. As|your views are valuable to us, would
it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research
or to send through consultation documents"

All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following
standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for
written consuitation at least once during thejdevelopment of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions
are being asked and the timescale for respgnses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation
process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the
use of a designated consultation co-ordinatgr.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice, including
carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessmept if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the
Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabinetdffice.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-
guidance/content/introduction/index.asp

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.

Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address
shown below by 31 July 2007

Send by post to:




