Consultatio% on Home
Education Guidelines
Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 31 July

2007
Your comments must reach us by that date.

department for

education and skills

creating opportunity, releasing potential, Pchieving excellence




please use the online or offline response facility available on the
Department for Education and Skills e-¢onsultation website
(hitp://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations),

THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If y? wish to respond electronically

The information you provide in your respopse will be subject to the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 and Environmental Ipformation Regulations, which allow
public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily
mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are
exemptions relating to information provide in confidence and information to
which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by
ticking the box provided, but you should n¢te that neither this, nor an
automatically-generated e-mail confidentiglity statement, will necessarily exclude
the public right of access.

Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
Name

Organisation (if applicable)
Address:

Suffolk County Council

If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact
Elaine Haste on:

Telephone: 0870 000 2288
e-mail: elaine.haste @dfes.gsi.qov.uk

If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the
Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888

Fax: 01928 794 113
e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.qov.uk




Which of the following best describes you




1 Do you agree that it is helpful for the DFES to issue guidelines to local
authorities?

Comments: Yes, to enable us to fulfil o bligations, whilst being fully
aware of the rights and responsibilities of parents, as currently defined by law.

2 Do you agree that the description of the Jaw (paragraphs 2.1-2.3) relating to
elective home education is accurate and dear?

Comments: This is very accurate and cléar.

3 Do you agree that the description of loca) authorities’ responsibilities
(paragraphs 2.5-2.11) is accurate and helgful?




Comments: There is some ambiguity arld omission here. In paragraph 2.5 it
states that ‘all children should make reagonable progress’, but there is no
mention of how progress should be judged or how ‘reasonable’ is defined. In
paragraph 2.7 it states that ‘Local Autholfities have no statutory duties in relation
to monitoring the quality of home educatjon on a routine basis’, but there isno
definition of ‘routine’ nor is it made clear how progress can be monitored if
enquiries are not made regularly.

4 Do you agree that the section on contact with the local authority (paragraphs
3.4-3.7) is accurate and helpful?

Comments: Again there is confusion hefie. The advice to work in.consultation
with Traveller Education Support Services before ‘engaging with parents from
these communities’ is sensible, and this policy is followed in Suffolk. | would
also encourage the recommendation thaf the child ‘should be given the
opportunity, but not required, to attend afly meeting that may be arranged or
express his or her views in some other way’, but the Local Authority cannot
judge whether a child has been denied this opportunity, as it has no right to
meet with the child, even where there arg concerns — see paragraph 3.7.
Paragraph 3.8 regarding concerns the Lqcal Authority may have regarding the
quality of provision, states that, ‘Where there are concerns about the efficiency
of suitability of the education being provided for the child, more frequent contact
may be required’, but ‘frequent’ is not defjned.

in paragraph 3.7 the document lists acceptable forms of evidence parents may
offer as proof that they are providing an gfficient education, and it appears,
although it this is not made entirely clear,|that parents may choose any one of
these options exclusively. In the case of samples of work’, it may be very hard
to judge how efficient is the provision in glace, unless the samples of work are
dated and supported by some indication of the task to which they respond and
how much aduit direction a child has recegived. In the case of ‘a report’, a Local
Authority inevitably has to take much on frust, unless the report also contains
some sort of evidence as to how targets are met, for examples names of clubs
in which children participate, and details ¢f resources or tutors used. Moreover,




a report may detail what a child is doing|but may fail to show evidence of the
‘reasonable progress’ mentioned in pardgraph 2.5.

In paragraph 3.4 the document counselg Local Authorities to take ‘a risk-based
approach, taking into consideration the iphdividual and community’s
circumstances.” Since, however, even if the case of concerns, Local
Authorities may have to be content with written evidence only of a child’s
provision, it would appear that such an gpproach might be considered ‘risk
based’, in that it could put the long-term ducational and social opportunities of
children at risk.

5 Do you agree that the section on providing a full-time education (paragraphs
3.11-3.14) — and in particutar, the characteristics of provision (paragraph 3.13) —
is accurate and helpful?

Comments: It is useful to know, paragraph 3.11, what home-educating parents
are not required to provide.

Paragraph 3.13 is also very pertinent, byt not necessarily helpful, as, in the
absence of any right to enter the home or meet the child and in view of the fact
that there are no requirements as to what a written report should contain, it
might be very hard for Local Authorities fo ascertain whether any, or all, of
these characteristics are evident in the provision. Since Local Authorities have
no right to make routine enquiries, it would also be difficult for them to ensure
that these desirable characteristics are being maintained over time. However,
in cases where Local Authorities are grapted home visits by parents and have
access to the child, and this is currently the situation in the majority of cases
known to Suffotk County Council, then the information set out in paragraph 3.13
is useful.

6 Do you agree that the section on developing relationships (section 4) is useful?




Comments: This is a useful section andthe advice it contains is endorsed and
followed in Suffolk, although it is at timeg difficult to build relationships with
individual families where personal contait is denied. The attempts of Local
Authorities to build supportive and positiye relationships with home-educating
families are also sometimes undermined|{by independent support groups, which
have been known to advise against homeg visits or meetings with Local

Authorities.

7 a) Are the suggested resources in sectidn 5 and appendix 2 useful?

Comments: These are very useful sectigns, in particular Annex A, as parents
who wish children to prepare for GCSEs jat home are often at a loss as to how
to proceed, and can face considerable obstacles, particularly in the preparation
and marking of coursework and entry to & registered examination centre for

written or oral exams.

7 b) Should any other contacts be included?




Comments: |t might be a good idea to irjvite Local Authorities to submit

regularly updated lists of useful resourcels and websites for parents which can
be posted on the DfES site, and to invitejhome-educating parents to contribute
to this as well.

8 Please use this space for any other comments you wish to make about the
guidelines

Comments:
Whilst much of the advice contained in tHis document is useful, it does little to

enhance the powers of Local Authorities fto investigate home-education or to
satisfy itself that children are receiving d quality provision and making
‘reasonable progress’, since the forms which evidence can take are many and
only broadly defined, and Local Authoritis are not given the right to make
routine enquiries, unless there are initial goncerns.

It would be helpful to'safeguard the rights of children to a full-time, efficient
education meeting their age and aptitude, by introducing national standards by
which provision can be judged, and by laying down exactly what evidence
written reports and samples of work should provide. In order to ensure that
provision is consistent, continuous and age appropriate and that children are
making progress, Local Authorities need the right to make regular enquiries,
even where there are no initial concerns. ‘

In the absence of any legal requirement for home-educating parents to register
with Local Authorities, these, or any guidelines, are of limited use to Local
Authorities who may have no knowledge jof home-educated children living
within the county. :




Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to
acknowledge individual responses unless|you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply

Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on
many different topics and consultations. Ap your views are valuable to us, would
it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research
or to send through consultation document$?

All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following
standards:

1. Consuit widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for
written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are| who may be affected, what questions
are being asked and the timescale for resgonses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation
process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the
use of a designated consultation co-ordinagor.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better fegulation best practice, including
carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the

Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabinefoffice.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-
guidance/content/introduction/index.asp
Thank you for taking time to respond tolthis consultation.

Completed questionnaires and other respopses should be sent to the address
shown below by 31 July 2007

Send by post to:
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R ; ~__ Consultation on Home Eﬁu?atien Guidelines
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education and skills | response edit
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Consultations

This screen displays the contents of an individual response, including the respondent's personal details and their answers to the questionnaire.
You can JUMP to another response by supplying an appropriate reponse number, or move to the NEXT or PREVIOUS response. The response
number is the number automatically assigned to the response when it was submitted by the respondent. It is equivalent to the Consultation Unit's
Consultation Home traditional Reference Number. It is assigned to each response and remains unique. Where a response has been deleted from the system, the
reason is displayed in place of the response.

Manual Response Entry

Analysis Click here for more information about using this screen
Campaigns '
Acknowledgements

System Tools [Entire Response l—
S SN

Personal Details Identifier: 483
Response Type V Online ‘
Title:

First Name:

Last Name:

Email:

”WH'

Organisation:

Address:

Response on behalf of an organisation: C Yes ® No

Campaign:
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Not Part of Campaign
Confidential Response: & Yes C No
Future Contact: @® Yes O No
Acknowledge Response: @ ves C No

Acknowledgements:

lAcknowIedgemen_t email

Inform when published:

@ Yes (O No

Key Response:

——

Respondent Information Questions

|

ldentifier: 483

Which of the following best describes you:

¢ Home educator

" Organisation representing home educators
& Local authority

" Young person who is/was home educated
(" Other (please specify)

Answer/Comments:

| am employed as a
my views as an individual; they are not given as representing the views of the LA,

) These are

Please specify:

Consultation Questions

identifier: 483

1 Do you agree that it is helpful for the DfES

to issue guidelines to local authorities?

& Yes

" No

" Not Sure

" No Response

Key Indicators:

httnellearmiira Afae nrnv ik/eAaneniltatinneadmin/raennneaFditFarm nfm?RemactTimeaniit=R0N

11/12/2007
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DD
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New Key Indicator(s): i ‘

|

2 Do you agree that the description of the law (paragraphs 2.1-2.3) relating to elective home education is accurate and clear?

@ Yes

C No

" Not Sure

¢ No Response

Key Indicators: | e f——

New Key Indicator(s): [

Answer/Comments: | The law is manifestly deficient in terms of supporting ‘Every Child Matters’.Sooner or later a case
of extreme neglect or abuse will come to light. The law should be changed to safeguard all
children. It should be a legal requirement for all parents to notify the LA if they decide to educate
their children at home, including from age 4/5.

3 Do you agree that the description of local authorities’ responsibilities (paragraphs 2.5-2.11) is accurate and helpful?
 Yes

@& No

{" Not Sure

" No Response

Key Indicators: | (i——

e ssssssssre I —

New Key Indicator(s): ‘ i }

Answer/Comments: | : Paragraph 2.6 is unclear. The second and third sentences could be seen to be contradicting one
another.

4 Do you agree that the section on contact with the local authority (paragraphs 3.4-3.7) is accurate and helpful?

 Yes
@& No
" Not Sure

hHne /leariira dfac Anv niklirancniltatinneadmin/raennnealFditFAarm ofm?RaniiactTimanuit=ANN 11/12/2007
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(" No Response

Page 4 of 6

Key Indicators:

st
= - 3

New Key Indicator(s): [

|

Answer/Comments: | :
and provision. It should be assumed that all reasonable parents would wish to inform the LA and

that if they are not willing to do so the LA should regard this as “information ..which may cast
doubt on whether an “efficient and suitable education” can be provided”. This assumption shouid
be spelled out.Parents could refer to paragraph 3.5 and ask the LA what the “information “ is that
has caused the LA to seek information. Can such “information” simply be a lack of information
from the parents?The aim of the guidelines is given in the Introduction and paragraph 4.1 as “to
assist local authorities and home educators to build effective relationships”. These guidelines do
not help LAs establish relationships with the parents (and children) who might benefit most from
such a relationship, namely those who do not engage.It should be clear that the DfES expects that
LAs should, as a matter of good practice, make an initial contact and establish whether provision
is likely to be sound. Children need to be protected; and the inadequacy of the law (which is
widely admitted) should not prevent the operation of principles of safeguarding and care, which
are enshrined in more recent legislation and which reflect higher ethical and moral standards than
those underpinning existing legislation applying to home education.These new draft guidelines
hamper the effective implementation of the LA’s role.

LAs cannot discharge their responsibilities without having some knowledge of the parents’ plans

5 Do you agree that the section on providing a full-time education (paragraphs 3.11-3.14) — and in particular, the characteristics of
provision {paragraph 3.13) — is accurate and helipful?

" Yes

" No

&' Not Sure

(" No Response

Key Indicators:

ssssesassssey NS
s ————

New Key Indicator(s}):

Answer/Comments:

The assumption of paragraphs 3.13 and 3.14 seems to be that LAs will be examining the provision
made by parents generally, not just by those parents about whose provision “information

exists” (paragraph 3.5).

identifier: 483

8 Do you agree that the section on developing relationships (section 4) is useful?

& Yes

httnellearira dAfac nmv nikiennenltatinneadmin/reennnesFditFarm ofm?RentiastTimeol it=500 11/12/2007
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" No
" Not Sure
¢ No Response

Key Indicators: | m— MR s —

New Key indicator(s): ' }

7 a) Are the suggested resources in section 5 and appendix 2 useful?
(¢ Yes

" No

{" Not Sure

" No Response

Key Indicalors: | U

New Key Indicator{s}: l

7 b) Should any other contacts be included?

@ Yes

C No

{" Not Sure

(" No Response

Key Indicators:

New Key Indicator(s): [

Answer/Comments: | Perhaps more information to support parents whose children have special educational needs or
who are gifted and talented.

8 Please use this space for any other comments you wish to make about the guidelines

Key Indicators: | s (— ————
sessssssssssshenines EENE————————

New Key Indicator(s): ‘ l

Answer/Comments: | The guidelines should do more to make clear what is considered by the DfES to be good practice.
The inadequacy of the law should not be used as an excuse for a lack of clarity over
expectations.There is much that schools are expected to do (and demonstrate in Ofsted

htbmnlamnmiira Afne rav LbinAancnltatinneadmin/raenancaFAditFnrm ofm?RenmiiectTimant |f=5nn 1 1/1 2/2007



e-Consultation : response edit . Page 6 of 6

inspections) that may not be legally required but is nevertheless viewed as important.These
guidelines will be used by some parents to obstruct the reasonable operation of what the DfES
expects LAs to do.

|Entire Response

hHtne llecariira dfac nnv nilklrnna iatinneadmin/reennneakFditFarm ofm?Rent 1estTimeonut=500 11/1 2/2007
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Manual Response Entry reason is displayed in place of the response.
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Logged in as: (i NNG_

R R

%% / K This screen displays the contents of an individual response, including the respondent's personal details and their answers to the questionnaire.
Consultations You can JUMP to another response by supplying an appropriate reponse number, or move to the NEXT or PREVIOUS response. The response
number is the number automatically assigned to the response when it was submitted by the respondent. it is equivalent to the Consultation Unit's
Consuitation Home traditional Reference Number. It is assigned to each response and remains unique. Where a response has been deleted from the system, the

Analysis
Campaigns
Ref: 493/t
Acknowledgements € _
System Tools |Entire Response S So'ihull LA

Personal Details

ldentifier: 493

Response Type Online

Title: i |
First Name: o B
Last Name: T . i
Email: wiolihull.gov‘uk ]
Organisation: [Solihull LA il
Address:

Response on behalf of an organisation: & Yes O No

Campaign:

hitne-lleartira Afac amv tilk/rananltatinneadmin/raennnerkFditFarm cfm?RentiestTimenut=500
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Not Part of Campaign
Confidential Response: " Yes ® No
Future Contact: ® Yes C No
Acknowledge Response: C Yes ® No
inform when published: ® Yes C No

Key Response:

Respondent Information Questions

Identifier: 493

Which of the following best describes you:

(" Home educator

¢ Organisation representing home educators
& Local authority

¢ Young person who is/was home educated
(™ Other (please specify)

Answer/Comments:

Local Authority Officer D

Piease specify:

Consultation Questions

ldentifier: 493

1 Do you agree that it is helpful for the DfES to issue guidelines to local authorities?

@ Yes

¢ No

" Not Sure

(" No Response

Key indicators:

e
ks UR———

e lonm ira dfae Anu LilrlrAnctiltatinneadmin/raennneaFditFarm ofm?Ram iestTimeni it=500

11/12/2007
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New Key Indicator(s): l ; !

Answer/Comments: | The principle of having guidance is good. The main concern is the importance of seeing EHE as a
safeguarding issue, as well as an educational one. It would be helpful if the guidance makes it
clear that the LSCB should be advised (annually) of all EHE arrangements and the monitoring that
takes place to ensure that children are safe.

Text for Report. o ——————————

B ——— SN

2 Do you agree that the description of the law (paragraphs 2.1-2.3) relating to elective home education is accurate and clear?
¢ Yes

" No

(" Not Sure

" No Response

Key Indicators: | ——— ————

New Key Indicator(s): [

Answer/Comments: { It would be helpful if there was greater emphasis on seeking the views of the children and young
people themselves. It is difficult to see how this will be achieved when the guidance makes it clear
that there is no requirement for anyone from the LA to see the child.

Text for Report: {]

L e
R

3 Do you agree that the description of local authorities’ responsibilities {paragraphs 2.5-2.11) is accurate and helpful?
" Yes ‘

" No

¢ Not Sure

C No Response

httne://eeriira dfac nov 1ik/eonsnltatinneadmin/resnonseFditForm. ofm?ReauestTimeout=500 11/12/2007
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Key Indicators:

lnl

New Key Indicator(s): [ l

Further clarification of the LA's responsiblity to see children (to ensure safety) would be useful.
Section 2.4 specifies that parents my choose to home educate their children from an early age;
this may result in LAs not being aware that a child is being educated at home and being unable to

ensure appropriate education or safety.

Answer/Comments:

Text for Report: |’

4 Do you agree that the section on contact with the local authority (paragraphs 3.4-3.7) is accurate and helpful?

" Yes

" No

(¢ Not Sure

" No Response

Key Indicators:

|
|

New Key Indicator(s): r l

The proposed system does not allow the LA to be aware of all children who are home educated

Answer/Comments:

Text for Report: o

4

5 Do you agree that the section on providing a full-time education (paragraphs 3.11-3.14) — and in particular, the characteristics of
provision (paragraph 3.13) - is accurate and helpful?

11/12/2007
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@ Yes

 No

' Not Sure

{" No Response

Key indicators:

New Key Indicator(s): [

Text for Report:

Identifier: 493

6 Do you agree that the section on developing relationships (section 4) is useful?
" Yes

" No

& Not Sure

¢ No Re&ponse

Key Indicators: | {iaue S —— “

New Key Indicator(s): { ' J

Section 4.7 and 4.8 focus solely on establishing appropriate educational provision for children.
in 4.10 further information around the actions that LAs should take when parents chose not to take
up appropriate references and/or be willing for CRB checks to be undertaken would be helpful. Do
LAs have the powers to insist on seeing evidence of CRB checks? There should be monitoring

that takes place to ensure that CYP are taught by appropriate adults.

Answer/Comments:

Text for Report:

11/12/2007
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7 a) Are the suggested resources in section 5 and appendix 2 useful?
¢ Yes

 No

¢ Not Sure

" No Response

Key Indicators: | imm————
New Key Indicator(s}: [ }

Answer/Comments: | The information around entitlement to Work experience is not clear

Text for Report:

7 b) Should any other contacts be included?

C Yes

" No

(" Not Sure

" No Response

Key Indicators:

New Key Indicator(s}): [

Text for Report:

httne:llcarira dfac nnv ik/ennanltatinneadmin/raennneeFditFarm ofm?RenuestTimennit=500 11/12/2007
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8 Please use this space for any other comments you wish to make about the guidelines

Key Indicators: | ey s S ————
esssssssssrnmmanpets ERRRS—————

New Key Indicator(s): r ]
The majority of parents who elect to educate their children at home do so very successfully - and it
is helpful to have guidance that focuses on the importance of building positive relationships. There
are a very small number of cases where the safeguarding of children may be of concern. This
guidance does not cover the procedures for this.

Answer/Comments:

Text for Report:

Ref:
[Eynt}ire Response R, Soiihul LA

11/12/2007
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Your comments must reach us by that date.
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education and skills

creating opportunity, releasing potential, achieving excellence



THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically
please use the online or offline response facility available on the
Department for Education and Skills e-consultation website
(http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations).

The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow
public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily
mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are
exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to
which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by
ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an
automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude
the public right of access.

Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.

Name v L]
Organisation (if applicable) Luton Borough Council
Address:

If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact
Elaine Haste on:

Telephone: 0870 000 2288

e-mail: elaine.haste@dfes.gsi.gov.uk

If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the
Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888
Fax: 01928 794 113

e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.qgov.uk




Which of the following best describes you

Please Specify




1 Do you agree that it is helpful for the DfES to issue guidelines to local
authorities?

Comments:

Guidelines are long overdue. It is extremely difficult to make judgement about
the ‘suitability’ of home education provided without at least minimal national
criteria. Also not having a requirement to register children at home means they /
some could be potentially at risk & not be known to the LA.

2 Do you agree that the description of the law (paragraphs 2.1-2.3) relating to
elective home education is accurate and clear?

Comments:

The concepts ‘efficient’, ‘suitable’, full-time’, “ability’ & ‘aptitude’ are too vague.
They require more objective criteria and / or assessment. Parents could from

the outset determine to achieve very little and still be ‘efficient’ Not all parents
have time, energy and skills to achieve these ends.

3 Do you agree that the description of local authorities’ responsibilities
(paragraphs 2.5-2.11) is accurate and helpful?



Comments:
2.5 What constitutes ‘reasonable progress’ in a given situation? Too subjective.

2.6 How is an LA to know whether a child ‘missing from education’ is béing
suitably educated unless they investigate?

2.7 What constitutes a ‘good reason’ if there is no evidence and access is
denied?

2.8 If parents are not required to comply with LA requests — and the courts have
to — what a waste of time & money!

2.11 Access to children is essential.

2.8 Appears to contradict 3.7.

4 Do you agree that the section on contact with the local authority (paragraphs
3.4-3.7) is accurate and helpful?

Comments:

3.4 LAs should not be expected to take any ‘risk- based’ approach to children’s
welfare!

3.5 What criteria should determine the quality of the information (eg. an
anonymous phone call)? '

3.7 How can the LA be sure that ‘reports’ from parents are true, or that work
submitted is that of the child?

3.10 Who decides what is a ‘reasonable’ timescale?




5 Do you agree that the section on providing a full-time education (paragraphs'
3.11-3.14) — and in particular, the characteristics of provision (paragraph 3.13) —
is accurate and helpful?

Comments:

3.12 / 3.13 Such examples are very helpful and useful to parents and LAs but a
continuing problem is determining what a particular child’s ‘needs and
aspirations’ are — especially if you don’t meet them. How are they to be
assessed?

What does the DfES consider invalid?

6 Do you agree that the section on developing relationships (section 4) is useful?

Comments:
4.8 But does give LA concern about the child’s welfare.
4.11 The LA has to determine how it fulfils its responsibilities.

4.12 What criteria will Ofsted use?

7 a) Are the suggested resources in section 5 and appendix 2 useful?




Comments:

Insurance provision for work experience will no doubt deter LAs from providing
it for young people for whom they receive no funding. The DfES might wish to
consider making some funding available.

7 b) Should any other contacts be included?

Comments:

Seems fairly exhaustive.

8 Please use this space for any other comments you wish to make about the
guidelines



Comments:
There is no reference to the Every Child Matters agenda.

There is an emphasis on the need for partnership, but there appears to be no
obligation on parents to engage in a partnership with the LA.




Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to
acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply X

Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on

many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would

it be all right if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research
or to send through consultation documents?

All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following
standards:

1. Consult widely throughdut the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for
written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions
are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation
process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the
use of a designated consuitation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice, including
carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the
Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/regulation/consuitation-
guidance/content/introduction/index.asp :

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.

Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address
shown below by 31 July 2007

Send by post to:
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Education G

on Home
uidelines

Consultation Response Form
The closing date for this consultation is: 31 July

2007

Your comments must reach us by that date.

department for

education and skills

creating opportunity, releasing potential, af

Chieving excellence




THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you|wish to respond electronically
please use the online or offline response| facility available on the
Department for Education and Skills e-cgnsultation website
(http://Iwww.dfes.gov.uk/consultations).

The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which aillow
public access to information held by the Depgartment. This does not necessarily
mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are
exemptions relating to information provided |n confidence and information to
which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies.{You may request confidentiality by
ticking the box provided, but you should not¢ that neither this, nor an
automatically-generated e-mail confidentialify statement, will necessarily exclude
the public right of access.

Please tick if you want us to keep your r@sponse confidential.x
Name
Organisation (if applicable) Blackpool Coungil

Address:

If your enquiry is related to the policy conteqt of the consultation you can contact
Elaine Haste on:

Telephone: 0870 000 2288
e-mail: elaine.haste@dfes.gsi.gov.uk

If you have a query relating to the consultatipn process you can contact the
Consuitation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888
Fax: 01928 794 113

e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk




Which of the following best describes you:

Please Specify:




1 Do you agree that it is helpful fof the DfES to issue guidelines to local
authorities?

Comments: Yes, so long as they are robugt. Current legislation is extremely
woolly and does not provide us with a firm{framework.

2 Do you agree that the description of the law (paragraphs 2.1-2.3) relating to
elective home education is accurate and clefr”

3 Do you agree that the description of local guthorities’ responsibilities
~ (paragraphs 2.5-2.11) is accurate and helpfyl?




Comments:

4 Do you agree that the section on contact \Yith the local authority (paragraphs
3.4-3.7) is accurage and helpful?

| do feel it is clear. It is also unhelpful, in
that the child is seen preferably in their ow
matters that every child is seen.

CEn -

far as, stipulation ought to be made
environs. If every child matters it

5 Do you agree that the section on providin
- 3.11-3.14) — and in particular, the characteri
is accurate and hedpful?

a full-time education (paragraphs
tics of provision (paragraph 3.13) -




Comments: .

6 Do you agree that the section on developing relationships (section 4) is useful?

Comments:

7 a) Are the suggested resources in section b and appendix 2 useful?




Comments:

7 b) Should any other contacts be included?

Comments:

8 Please use this space for any other commgnts you wish to make about the
guidelines




idelines are sound; | firmly believe
in their place of study, i.e their -

one omit seeing the recipients of the educational programme. Guidelines need
i parents refuse to let the child be




Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to
acknowledge individual responses unless yqu place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply x

Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on
many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would
it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research

or to send through consultation documents?

All UK national public consultations are req
standards:

jred to conform to the following

1. Consult widely throughout the process, alﬂowing a minimum of 12 weeks for
written consultation at least once during the gevelopment of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are,

ho may be affected, what questions

are being asked and the timescale for respopses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, co

ise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation

process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness
use of a designated consultation co-ordinat

consultation, including through the

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice, including

carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessmer

Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabineto

t if appropriate.

ce.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-

Further information on the Code of Practice ﬁ_an be accessed through the -
fi

guidance/content/introduction/index.asp

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.

Completed questionnaires and other responges should be sent to the address

shown below by 31 July 2007

Send by post to:




Consultationjon Home
Education Guidelines
Consultation Response Form
The closing date for this congultation is: 31 July

2007
Your comments must reach us by that date.

department for
education and skills

creating opportunity, releasing potential, aghieving excellence




please use the online or offline response facility available on the
Department for Education and Skills e-cgnsultation website
(http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations).

THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If yOt;Hwish to respond electronically

The information you provide in your responge will be subject to the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which aliow
public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily
mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are
exemptions relating to information provided jn confidence and information to
which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies.|You may request confidentiality by
ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an
automatically-generated e-mail confidentialify statement, will necessarily exclude
the public right of access.

Please tick if you want us to keep your r¢sponse confidential.,

Name
Organisation (if applicable) Brighton and Hoye City Council
Address:

If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact
Elaine Haste on:

Telephone: 0870 000 2288
e-mail: elaine.haste@dfes.gsi.gov.uk

If you have a query relating to the consultatipn process you can contact the
Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888
Fax: 01928 794 113

e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk




Which of the following best describes you:




1 Do you agree that it is helpful for the DfES to issue guidelines to local
authorities?

Comments:
It is goodito have guidance but legal stattor more specific guidelines are
needed in'some places as parents may experience different responses from
different LEAs. The guidelines need to bririg clarity and consistency. Some
areas still need addressing e.g. definition of full time. A separate section for
LEAs and parents would be better. '

2 Do you agree that the description of the law (paragraphs 2-.1-2.3) relating to
elective home education is accurate and cigar?

Comments:
2.2 What happens if a child wants to go to|school but the parent doesn’t want

this? Who| advocates for the child? Is the garent's decision overriding?
2.3 Greater clarity needed e.g. definitions of efficient, suitable, fulitime.
2.4 Conflicting with allows parents time to establish a programme.

3 Do you agree that the description of local puthorities’ responsibilities
(paragraphs 2.5-2.11) is accurate and helpful? .




Comments:
2.5 Helpful and accurate but a definition of reasonable is necessary.

2.6 Neither helpful nor accurate as we als¢ have a duty to identify children in
danger oﬂmlssmg education. We need to be able to ensure that the home
educatlonl programme is happening beforg we can be sure they are not missing
education,

2.7 Accurate but how would you know if t y were not providing a suitable
educatlont if you are not able to monitor it and the parents/carer refuse to have
any contal ct with the LEA? Parents of vulngrable young people may refuse to
have contact with other agencies.
15 working days or 15 days?

2.8 Not sure.

2.9 Accurate and helpful

2.10 “Reasonabie steps” This is very diffictit to interpret.

2.11 Accurate but how is a LEA able to sareguard young people with whom
they have no contact? There is nowhere in the document where this impasse is

clarified.

4 Do you agree that the section on contact with the local authority (paragraphs
3.4-3.7) is accurate and helpful?

Comments:
3.4 How is the LEA able to take a “risk-based approach” with families who
choose to have no involvement with the them? '

3.5 It is good that the young person is giveh an opportunity to express his/her
views. In line two “can be” would be better replaced by “is being”.

3.6 How does a parent writing a report show anything apart from the fact that
the parentiis able to write a report otherwise an accurate and helpful section?
3.7 This section does not lie well with sectibn 3.4 where the guidelines state, “
where parents do not want any involvemerit with the local authority, the LA
should not automatically assume that therq is a problem which needs
investigating.” In this section one could infar that parents do need to have
contact to provide evidence that they are p oviding an efficient and suitable
education.

5 Do you agree that the section on providing a full-time education (paragraphs
3.11-3.14) — and in particular, the characteristics of provision (paragraph 3.13) —
is accurate and helpful?




numbef of hours a year. Deﬁmhon of full- omerwﬁse Leas have an
impossible job trying to judge what this means.

3.12 Accurate snd heipful

3.13 Helpful to have an indication of what provision should include but how
would a LEA be abie to be sure this was Happening with the families who
choose to have no contact?

3.14 “may Choese” is too vague.

6 Do you agree that the section on developing relationships (section 4) is useful?

avoid this. E.g. hewcahanLEAeva!uaﬁearowsuonmamﬁenrepoﬁ?

d resources in sectior] 5 and appendix 2 useful?




Comments:

7 b) Should any ether contacts be included?

Comments:

Anti-bullying Campaign

Connexions

Funding

Islamic Home School Advisory Network
Local/ regionat groups

Post16

Publishers

QCA

Ressources

SATS informatien

Single parent heme educating groups

8 Please use this space for any other comrhents you wish to make about the
guidelines




Comments:
3.10 Reasonabie timescale needs clarification. .

It would be useful to have a definition of ajbroad and balanced curriculum.
This would be a good opportunity to close] the legal loophole and ensure that
parents have to notify the LEA if they intefid to educate their children at home.




Thank you for taking the time to let us have{your views. We do not intend to
acknowledge individual responses unless ypu place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply x

Here at the Department for Education and $kills we carry out our research on

many different topics and consultations. As|your views are valuable to us, would
it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research
or to send through consultation documents"

All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following
standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for
written consuitation at least once during thejdevelopment of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions
are being asked and the timescale for respgnses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation
process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the
use of a designated consultation co-ordinatgr.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice, including
carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessmept if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the
Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabinetdffice.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-
guidance/content/introduction/index.asp

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.

Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address
shown below by 31 July 2007

Send by post to:




