























































































































Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to
acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply X

Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on
many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would
it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research
or to send through consuitation documents?

All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following
standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for
written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions
are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation
process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the
use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice, including
carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the
Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabinetofﬂce.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-
guidance/content/introduction/index.asp

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.

Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address
shown below by 31 July 2007

Send by post to:



Consultation on Home
Education Guidelines

Consultation Resporse Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 31 July

2007.
Your comments must reach us by that date.

department for

education and skills

creating opportunity, releasing potential, achieving excellence




THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically
please use the online or offline responsg facility available on the
Department for Education and Skills e-consultation website
(http:/iwww.dfes.gov.uk/consultations).

The information you provide in your respo
Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow
public access to information held by the Dgpartment. This does not necessarily
mean that your response can be made avajlable to the public as there are
exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to
which the Data Protection Act 1998 applied. You may request confidentiality by
ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an
automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude
the public right of access.

Please tick if you want us to keep your sponse confidential.

Name

Organisation (if applicable)
Address:

Wandswarth Council

If your enquiry is related to the policy cont t of the consultation you can contact

Elaine Haste on:
Telephone: 0870 000 2288
e-mail: elaine.hgste@dfes.gsi.gov.uk

If you have a query relating to the consultafion process you can contact the
Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888
Fax: 01928 794 113
e-mail: consultag'on.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk




Which of the following best describes you:




1 Do you agree that it is helpful for the DfE to issue guidelines to local
authorities?

iClarification of regulations relating to electiye home education is helpful but the
darification should be written within the corftext of Every Child Matters. The
IStaying Safe and Being Healthy outcomes gre of particular importance where
ildren remain outside the maintained edutation and heaith systems.

it is acknowledged that many parents who decide to home educate their children
ihave considered their options carefully and imade this choice for sound reasons.
hese parents previde effective education fpr their children and consider their
hildren’s holistic needs. However others miay have taken the decision for
anding and a small minority may be
ntes, either wittingly or unwittingly. The
jult to identify accurately all children
EHE), and to monitor effectively those
0 co-operate.

iThe guidelines should highlight areas where the law as it currently stands is in
bheed of review in relation to balancing parefts’ rights to home educate their

iidren and local authorities’ duty to safegyard children. The government should
set out a timetable for changes to the curresit arrangements which will address
the inadequacies of the current arrangemerits.

s an absolute minimum, a requirement for{Elective Home Education parents to
ify the Local Authority should be introduged by new legislation. This should
Iso apply if the family move into a different{area.




if the welfare of children in EHE situations fs to be effectively safeguarded and
romoted, additional safeguards also need to be built in to any update of the

- Begislation. Cusent legisiation in this area gives children no voice and no easy
access to adults outside the family where they can express their concerns when
neglect may be taking place.




2 Do you agree that the description of the Iaw (paragraphs 2.1-2.3) relating to
elective home education is accurate and gear”

mments:

e description of the law is clear and accjirate as it stands at present

3 Doyou agree that the description of locgl authorities’ responsibilities
graphs 2.5-2.11) is accurate and helgful?

jave a wntten pohcy and guidelines for
ps with EHE

, men% Wmﬂh Council atready

> G




bparents (in many cases successfully). Howgver we remain concerned that some
sarents can ‘hide behind’ current legislatior) by using their right not to allow
officers to meet the child or see any evidenpe of work and thereby prevent
leffective monitoring taking place.

ipara 2.8 underlines parents’ right not to comnply with a request for information.
fThe guidelines should instead emphasise at parents’ refusal to provide
information about the education they are prpviding might constitute an alert for
local authorities from a safeguarding or edycational point of view.

A change in legistation is required to ensure that the welfare of children who are
JEHE can be effactively promoted and safeguarded.

4 Do you agree that the section on contact'}with the local authority (paragraphs
3.4-3.7) is accurate and helpful?

iComments:
lit is helpful within current legislation. Howeyer it makes the assumption that
Iparents will autornatically engage with locaf] authorities — an assumption which is
Ihot substantiated in practice. Some parent$ refuse to engage with their local

Gypsy/Roma and Traveller parents

hen there are other parents who may equglly not have the knowledge, skills andj
fresources to provide or deliver a full-time ucation that is efficient and suitable




5 Do you agree that the section on providi\g a full-time education (paragraphs
3.11-3.14) - and in particular, the charact
is accurate and helpful?

ristics of provision (paragraph 3.13) -

omments:

he list at 3.11 detailing what is not requirgd of EHE parents is not particularly
helpful. It would surely be better to providd a list of the minimum requirements
to be providing a good educatignal experience

— t S

sloping relationships (section 4) is useful?

EComments:




should be clearty stated that parents too
Bocal authority and health services. This
the current statutory arrangements

ara 4.10 Parents should be required to request the local authority to carry out a
ICRB check on anyone they are engaging

juncil’s current practice. However, it
ve a responsibility to engage with the
Id be strengthened by changes to

n the education of their children.

5 and appendix 2 useful?

‘ rowmn shomd be made for children whd
w independent advocate (mdependept of the school, local authority and

are educated at home to be provided




r:omments

8Pteaseuset!mspaceforanyothercomrﬁentsyouw&shtomakeaboutthe

guidelines

e —

G

omments: On reading the rationale behin
issue guidance it seemed that a positive
owevermeoml outcome feels like an

ence and ensure these children can

this piece of work and the proposals
ep forward was being taken.
portunity missed to actually make a
safeguarded and effectively
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Thank you for taking time to respond
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shown below by 31 July 2007

Send by post to:

:jfhis consultation.

ses should be sent to the address

Elaine Haste, Department for Education and Skills, Mowden Hall, Staindrop

Road, Darlington DL3 98G

Send by e-mail to: hbmeeducation.ggnsult;tion@dfes.gsi.gov.uk




