














































































































Comments:

This section makes the assumption that Trents will engage with local
authorities, an assumption which not subsgtantiated in practice. Some parents

refuse to engage with their local authority

Paragraph 3.4 cites Gypsy/Roma and Traveller parents. Parents’ who have
mental health issues, have learning difficylties themselves and some disabled
parents may not have the knowledge, skilfs and resources to provide or deliver
an education that is efficient or suitable. The local authority remain powerless
under current legislation even if they takela risk based approach to insist on
seeing a child who is being educated at hpme to ascertain their state of
wellbeing.

Paragraph 3.5 provision should be madeifor children who are educated at
home to be provided with an independentjadvocate(independent of the local
authority and parent) to help secure the child's views. There is no emphasis on
the child's right to participate in decision making. Isolation increases a child’s
vulnerability therefore giving the child the fight to participate is very important.
Paragraph 3.8 regulations relating to de-fegistration should be revised to
ensure that children are retained within thie system. For example schools
should not be able to de-register a pupil until confirmation is received that the
pupil has been registered with the local agthority as receiving home education.
The system for de-registration creates perverse incentives within school
systems rela to publishing league tables for attainment and attendance.

istics of provision (paragraph 3.13) —

5 Do you agree that the section on providing a full-time education (paragraphs
3.11-3.14) — and in particular, the charact
is accurate and helpful?




Comments:

outcomes. The focus is on the adult ne

s and there is no reference to

There is no reference in this section to t2£/Every Child Matters agenda

children’s rights or welfare issues. The |
afford children educated at home the sam
educated at school. This is discriminatory
plans for how this will be remedied.

The guidance does not address the issue
parents of children with attendance issue

as currently =defined does not
e protection afforded to children
y and the guidelines should include

of the schools which encourage the
to deregister their children.

The guidelines also fail to address the issue of parents who deregister to avoid

court action when pressurised by the EW
attendance at school.

S regarding their children’s poor

6 Do you agree that the section on develop

ing relationships (sectioh 4) is useful?

Comments:
These guidelines place the responsibility

lo develop a relationship with the local

authority. The guidelines should state that parents too have a responsibility to

engage with the local authority and healt

services. This should be

strengthened by changes to the current statutory arrangements.

Parents are not required to have any qualifications or training to provide
education this discriminates against home educated children who, were they in
school, would benefit from teaching from professionally trained staff who
engage in continuing professional development and whose performance is
regularly appraised. Again the guidelineg may be stating the current legal

situation but issues such as this should b
be remedied, set out by the government.

Current arrangements do not take accour
or parents with ulterior motives for keepin

flagged and plans for the situation to

t of parents with mental health issues
g their children at home.

7 a) Are the suggésted resources in sectiot

1 5 and appendix 2 useful?




- Comments:

Provision should be made for children whe are educated at home to be
provided with an independent advocate (ifdependent of local authority and
parent) to help secure the child's views.

The guidance could make the rrecommenfdation that local authorities offer
home educated children the possibility of sitting exams at their local school.
This could provide the incentive for buildirlg a relationship between home
educated children and their community.

in which parents may be encouraged to kéep a child at home for part of the
week with little check on the education th¢ child is receiving during that time.
Any “flexi-schoeling” arrangement should be subject to monitoring by Education
Welfare Services.

Para 5.6 The notion of “flexi-schooling” is }of concern. It creates circumstances

Para 5.8 This paragraph should be strengthened to make arrangements for
home educated children the same as thosge for children educated in school.
The guidance should include recommendations regarding the safeguarding and
health and safety considerations that shogld be taken into account by any
parent wanting their child to engage in a work experience placement.

'~

7 b) Should any other contacts be included;

Comments:




8 Please use this space for any other comments you wish to make about the
guidelines

Comments:

Comments:
Enfield Local Safeguarding Children Boallgl re-iterate here the comments made
in Section 1 which we believe to be of funglamental importance.

The draft guidelines as currently written agssume benign intent in elective home
education and pay insufficient attention to{safeguarding issues. The Enfield
Local Safeguarding Children Board is aware of a number of serious child
protection cases where the child was ga_;ivelv home educated. This is a maijor
concern,

By focusing on the different pieces of legiglation relating only to education, the
guidelines have the unintended result of tgking attention away from the best
interests of the child and from safeguardirlg issues.

The guidelines should highlight areas where the legal framework is inadequate
or in need of review in relation to balancing parents’ rights to home educate
their children and local authorities’ duty tojsafeguard children. The government
should set out a timetable for changes to the current arrangements which will
address the inadequacies of the current afrangements




Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to
acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowiedge this reply X

Here at the Department for Education and $kills we carry out our research on

many different topics and consultations. As{your views are valuable to us, would
it be alright if we were to contact you again|from time to time either for research
or to send through consuitation documents?

All UK national public consultations are reqlired to conform to the following
standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, dllowing a minimum of 12 weeks for
written consultation at least once during thg development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions
are being asked and the timescale for resppnses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses fleceived and how the consultation
process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness pt consultation, including through the
use of a designated consultation co-ordinatgr.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better régulation best practice, including
carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessm;r?t if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice] can be accessed through the

Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabinea)fﬁce.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-
guidance/content/introduction/index.asp
Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.

Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address
shown below by 31 July 2007

Send by post to:




|

Vevord

Questions for Consultation

1. Do you agree that it is helpful for the DfES to issue guidelines to

local authorities?
Answer: Yes -

. Do you agree that the description of the law (paragraphs 2.1- 2.3)
relating to elective home education is accurate and clear?

Answer: The description of the law is accurate but the law itself is
unclear. Section 2.3 is not clear and can be a source of conflict. It
would be helpful to have a concise description of what constitutes a
“suitable” or “efficient” education. The law needs to include the need for
basic skills to be taught providing a baseline for local authorities to be
able to assess the home education. The child’s needs should be met,
not the parents. ‘

. Do you agree that the description of local authorities’
responsibilities (paragraphs 2.5-2.11) is accurate and helpful?

Answer: No.

Section 2.5: What is “reasonable progress”? We would like clarity of
what is meant by this term.

Section 2.6: All children should matter, not just those in schools. The
Education and Inspection Act should apply to all children.

Section 2.7 contradicts section 2.3. There ought to be a statutory duty.
There should be minimum requirements to prove that the child is
‘receiving a suitable education. We need firm guidance regarding what
constitutes suitable education.

Section 2.8 says that parents are under no duty to comply. We feel that
there should be such a duty.

Section 2.11: If local authority officers were given powers to enter the
home, it would enable the local authority to assess whether the
environment was conducive to learning.

Do you agree that the section on contact with the local authority
(paragraphs 3.4-3.7) is accurate and helpful?

Answer:
Section 3.4: There is a conflict with Every Child Matters.



7a. Are the suggested resources in section 5 and appendix
2 useful?

Answer: In exceptional circumstances, this local authority will
provide alternative education for older children for whom a
return to school would be untenable. There is no other flexibility
and the local authority should not be providing resources for
home educating families as it is the parent’s decision to
withdraw the child (ren).

This county’s Library Service is very supportive and helpful
towards home educating families.

Section 5.2: It should be made very clear to potential home-
educating parents that by doing so they take full responsibility
for their child’s education, including the resourcing of it.

Work experience: There should be more flexibility here as
parents can argue that by the child taking part in work they are
preparing them for the community in which they live. The child
employment guidelines were introduced to stop children who
were attending school working until late at night on a school day:
this is not applicable to home educated children who can be
educated at any time during the day/week.

b. Should any other contacts be included?

Answer: The names of organisations should be shown in
alphabetical order.



