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New Key Indicator(s): [

Answer/Comments: | In the main this section is helpful and outlines current good practice that is in operation in many
local authorities.

There are some anomalies, however.

Paragraph 4.8 reinforces the right of the parents to provide evidence of a suitable education by a

variety of means, all of which can preclude a meeting with the child who should be at the centre of

all our concerns.

Paragraph 4.9 highlights the fact that child protection issues are of paramount concern. Children

who are educated at home are excluded from local authorities’ duty under the Education and

Inspections Act 2006 to identify children who are missing, or in danger of missing, education

(Para.2.6). The Every Child Matters agenda which was established following Lord Laming’s

Inquiry into the death of Victoria Climbie, seeks to ensure that no child will ‘fall through the net'.

Children who are being educated at home may not come to the attention of the local authority and

there is a possibility that some could ‘fall through the net'.

Paragraph 4.12 states that Ofsted will report on the way that local authorities cater for home-

educating families within their areas and this is welcomed. However, Elective Home Education is

the only form of education that is not subject to external inspection and consideration should be

given to introducing this on a national basis with an established framework of inspection that could
be helpful to local authorities, parents and children.

Text for Report:

7 a) Are the suggested resources in section 5 and appendix 2 useful?
® Yes

C No

' Not Sure

" No Response

Key Indicators:

R RS

New Key Indicator(s): l

Text for Report:
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7 b) Should any other contacts be included?

C Yes

" No

' Not Sure

" No Response

Key Indicators:

New Key Indicator(s): l 1

Text for Report:

8 Please use this space for any other comments you wish to make about the guidelines

Key Indicators: -— —
e

New Key Indicator(s): [ 1

Answer/Comments: | The guidelines quote from “The situation regarding the current policy, provision and practice in
Elective Home Education for Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Children, Ivatts, 2006.”

That same report states in its conclusions that:

“in the light of the recent legislative programme to improve the education of all children and to

protect them from harm and abuse, it is strange that elective home education is the only area of

education and child care that is not subject to more rigorous statutory regulation concerned with

quality assurance and accountability. The existing legislation is essentially only concerned with

parents’ rights and may now be judged as inadequate to protect the educational rights and to
safeguard the welfare of children.”

There is a need for legislation in this area which would ensure that all children should be
registered as EHE, whether or not they have been registered with a school. Children should be
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involved in the assessment of EHE so that their needs and aspirations are taken into account and
their progress can be assessed. This can only be done by reasonable contact with the child.
There should be a standardised system of monitoring visits and reporting to parents which is
applied across all local authorities. These requirements when linked to a national definition of a
minimum curriculum entitiement which is very broad and balanced but measurable, would ensure
that parents, children and local authorities would have a framework in which to build a secure and
trusting relationship to the benefit of all parties, whilst safeguarding the rights of the child.

Text for Report: e oo S —— —— .

[Entire Response , i SN - Cheshire County Council, Children's Services
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- Consultatiom on Home
Education GGuidelines

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this cansultation is: 31 July
2007
Your comments must reach us by that date.

department for

education and skills

creating opportunity, releasing potential{ achieving excellence

T4



THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If yau wish to respond electronically
please use the online or offline response facility available on the
Department for Education and Skills e-gonsultation website
(http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations)

The information you provide in your respohse will be subject to the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow
public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily
mean that your response can be made avpilable to the public as there are
exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to
which the Data Protection Act 1998 appligs. You may request confidentiality by
ticking the box provided, but you should npte that neither this, nor an
automatically-generated e-mail confidentiglity statement, will necessarily exclude
the public right of access.

Please tick if you want us to keep yourfresponse confidential.

Name
Organisation (if applicable) Leicestershire
Address:

ICounty Council

If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact
Elaine Haste on:

Telephone: 0870 000 2288
e-mail: elaine.haste@dfes.gsi.gov.uk

If you have a query relating to the consultjtion process you can contact the
Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888
Fax: 01928 794 113
e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk




Which of the following best describes you:




1 Do you agree that it is helpful for the DfES to issue guidelines to local
authorities?

IComments:

— ]

—

2 Do you agree that the description of thejlaw (paragraphs 2.1-2.3) relating to
elective home education is accurate and ¢lear?

Comments:
These paragraphs quote the law and appgar accurate.




Comments: Para 2.6 jon Children Missing Education is
contradictory: the seqond sentence says that the LA duty to
identify CME applies fo those educated at home; the third
sentence says that tT duty does not apply to home-

educated.children. T
seems fairly pointiess

out of school.

e duty to investigate possible CME
if it does not cover all children who are

4 Do you agree that the section on contagt with the local authority (paragraphs

3.4-3.7) is accurate and helpful?




PComments:

5 Do you agree that the section on provictzwg a full-time education (paragraphs
3.11-3.14) — and in particular, the characteristics of provision (paragraph 3.13) - .
is accurate and helpful?

HComments:
; —

6 Do you agree that the section on develiing relationships (section 4) is useful?




romments:
, ,

7 a) Are mesﬁedreswrcesm 4

n 5 and appendix 2 useful?

romments:

7 b) Should any other contacts be incl




ﬂComments:

8 Please use this space for any other comments you wish to make about the
guidelines

IComments: (1 ﬁere is little in the draft glidance about children’s entitiements
fand later rights. It may be that a child in later years becomes dissatisfied with the
rovision made by his/her parents and with the LA’s involvement, eg if
lopportunities for certain qualifications or ¢areers were lost. There is no mention
Jof the potential for disputes and claims fof compensation from children in later life
fwho may feel that both their parents and the LA have deprived them of
leducational opportunities. The guidance is inadequate on this.

K(2) The sections on safeguarding (2.11) and child protection (4.9) are inadequate.
One of the concerns about home-edugated children is that some are never
seen. Normal enquiries about educational provision may not reveal whether
or not children are known to the health authorities, but some may not be. Itis
difficult to see how LAs can carry out 1" their functions with a view to

safeguarding and promoting the welfafe of children (including child protection,
CME, or regponding to concerns that & child may not be being educated, or
monitoring children’s SEN) when EO powers and guidance gives them little
right to access or information.
l(3)The section on “flexi-schooling” is very|poor. There is no mention of the
idilemma for schools: governing bodies ar¢ under a duty to provide the national
lcurriculum, but how can this be fully ensuted when the child is out of school for
ipart of each week? There is no mention ¢f how such part-time attendance is to
Ibe recorded on the register. There is no gention of the school’s responsibilities or|
therwise regarding the out-of-school proyision. There is no mention of the
lorganisational impact for schools and teaghers. There is no mention of funding
effects. There is no mention of school duties towards children with SEN. This is
fa potential minefield, and there is the posgibility of litigation or claims for
lcompensation against and LAs: tiis is not touched upon in the







Thank you for taking the time to let us hg

ve your views. We do not intend to

acknowledge individual responses unlesp you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply

Here at the Department for Education a
many different topics and consultations.
it be alright if we were to contact you ag
or to send through consultation docume

All UK national public consultations are r{
standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the proces
written consultation at least once during

2. Be clear about what your proposals ars
are being asked and the timescale for res

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear,

d Skills we carry out our research on
As your views are valuable to us, would

in from time to time either for research
s?

bquired to conform to the following
allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for
e development of the policy.

e, who may be affected, what questions
ponses.

concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consuitation

process influenced the policy.

5. Monitar your department’s effectiven

e
use of a designated consultation co-ordirttor.

at consultation, including through the

6. Ensure your consultation follows bette regulation best practice, including
carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practi¢e can be accessed through the

Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabin
guidance/content/introduction/index.asp

Thank you for taking time to respond t

toffice.gov.uk/regulation/consuitation-

b this consultation.

Completed questionnaires and other resppnses shouid be sent to the address

shown below by 31 July 2007
Send by post to:

Elaine Haste, Department for Education and Skills, Mowden Hall, Staindrop

Road, Darlington DL3 9BG

Send by e-mail to: homeeducation.consul

ation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk




