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Personal Details

Name: Vivien Sales
Email: vivsales@warwickshire.gov.uk
Address: Principal Education Social Worker, Warwickshire

County Council, Children, Young People & Families Directorate, Saltisford Office Park,
Ansell Way, Warwick CV34 4UL

Organisation: Warwickshire County Council
Response on Behalf of an

organisation: Yes

Keep response confidential: No

Allowed to contact in the future: Yes

Request a response
acknowledgement: No

Request to be informed when the
consultation results are
published: Yes

Respondent Information Questions

Which of the following best describes you:
© Home educator

Drganisation'representing home educators

' Local authority

'

* Young person who is/was home educated

© Other (please specify)
Consultation Questions

1 Do you agree that it is helpful for the DfES to issue guidelines to local
authorities?

© Yes

' No

' Not Sure

> No Response
Answer/Comments

But these are NOT effective guidelines in that they do not clearly identify LA
responsibilities and are even less clear on how we can discharge those responsibilities.
The document is full of contradictions and is 'woolly’ (e.g. How can LA's be unambiguous
in their info to parents, when the DCSF is so ambiguous about their statutory guidance!)
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2 Do you agree that the description of the law (paragraphs 2.1-2.3) relating to
elective home education is accurate and clear?

O Yes

= No

* Not Sure

> No Response
Answer/Comments

Problematic especially with regard to what is *full time education’, lack of clarity about what
is 'efficient and suitable'. Does not support or help parents to know what is expected of
them.

The voice of the child is crucial (Every Child Matters, etc) here. However, there is no
obligation on parents to allow that voice to be heard. Parents may feel fettered by too
many rules and regulations around what they should provide, but what about children &
young people who feel unable to assess their progress or unable to reach their full
potential because their parents have little effective planning in place?

3 Do you agree that the description of local authorities’ responsibilities (paragraphs
2.5-2.11) is accurate and helpful?

C Yes

* No

) Not Sure

' No Response

Answer/Comments

See previous comments.

4 Do you agree that the section on contact with the local authority (paragraphs 3.4-
3.7) is accurate and helpful?

O Yes

. ND

 Not Sure

' No Response

Answer/Comments

What is meant in this context by a 'risk-based approach'? Needs explanation.

How can we establish if information exists unless we are able to access? Responsibility,
but no powers. This is particularly worrying in relation to home educated children who may
go 'missing' from support systems.

Again, no way to verify the child's view.

This conflicts with 4.1. of the document, which states that the central aim is to 'build
effective relationships that function to safeguard the educational interests of young
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