Consultation on Home
Education Guidelines

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 31 July

2007
Your comments must reach us by that date.

department for

education and skills

creating opportunity, releasing potential, achieving excellence



THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically
please use the online or offline response facility available on the
Department for Education and Skills e-consultation website
(http:/iwww.dfes.gov.uk/consultations).

The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow
public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily
mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are
exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to
which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by
ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an
automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude
the pubiic right of access.

Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.

Name G
Organisation (if applicable) NATT National Association of Teachers of Travellers
Address: T

If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact
Elaine Haste on:

Telephone: 0870 000 2288

e-mail: elaine haste@dfes gsi.gov.uk

if you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the
Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888
Fax: 01928 794 113
e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk



Which of the following best describes you:

Please Specify: National Association of Teachers of Travellers NATT
Wmsmmingsta!fmrkmmmwithGRTmmﬂsandfamm




1 Do you agree that it is helpful for the DfES to issue guidelines to local
authorities?

Comments:

2 Do you agree that the descriptic paragraphs 2.1-2.3) refating to
mmmﬂsmmmﬁ

Comments:

3 Do you agree that the description of local authorities’ responsibilities
(paragraphs 2.5-2.11) is accurate and helpful?



Comments: No It is unhelpful to both the LA and parents — the guidance
does not make it clear that in order to carry out the statutory duties
placed upon them Local Authorities will need to have regular light touch
montitoring of home education.

4 Do you agree that the section on contact with the local authority (paragraphs
3.4-3.7) is accurate and helpful?

Comments: It could go further to give clear indicators of concems relevant
to LAs and reasonable timelines.
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3.11-3.14) — and in particular, the characteristics of provision (paragraph 3.13) —
is accurate and heipful?




Comments: it may be accurate but isn’t specific enough about the need for
parents being able to read and write in order to teach children themselves
or ensure sufficiency of literacy and numeracy to cope with the demands
of modern society where lack of literacy would remove choices in the
future.

6 Do you agree that the section on developing relationships (section 4) is useful?
Comments: Yes but good practice case studies would have been a useful
tool.

7 a) Are the suggested resources in section 5 and appendix 2 useful?



Comments:

7 b) Should any other contacts be included?

Comments: NATT

8 Please use this space for any other comments you wish to make about the
guidelines



Comments: The guidance is clear and articulate but does not go far
enough in being clear about how LA’s should operate in terms of good
practice case studies where effective procedure are in place. it would
have been useful to have examples of minimum provision and best
practice.

in terms of Gypsy, Roma, Traveller groups it is good to see this group
directly mentioned but stops short of being clear about literacy levels...
surely education must include acceptable levels of literacy and
numeracy, in order to operate in a soclety where form filling and
understanding the written word are key elements of access to most
statutory provision. in order to sustain life chances and not eliminate
future choices for GRT youngster’s basic skiiis are an essential minimum
level requirement of education.

| weicome the involvement of Traveller Education Services working
closely with EME managers. Time scales would be useful, as would a flow
chart of actions in the best and worse case scenarios.

Efficient and sultable as not defined the Education Act 1996 needs to
have some clear specification attached to it or the Act needs to be
chalienged and changed.

High expectations are required for all chiidren on EHE — particularly those
from the GRT communities and no concession should be made to lower
standards of provision.




Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to
acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply

Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on
many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would
it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research
or to send through consuftation documents?

All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following
standards:

1. Consutt widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for
written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions
are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation
process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the
use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consuitation follows better regulation best practice, including
carmying out a Regutatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the
Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabinetofﬁce.gov.u,klregulation/consultation-
guidance/content/introductionfindex.asp

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.

Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address
shown below by 31 July 2007

Send by post to:
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THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically
please use the online or offline response facility available on the
Department for Education and Skills e-consultation website
(http:Ilwww.dfos.gov.uklconsultations).

The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow
public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily
miean that your response can be made available to the public as there are
exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to
which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by
ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an
automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude
the public right of access.

Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.

Name | ———

Organisation (if applicable) |Cenrrie Fat PEAS o ALUSE) Epyiartsy T iV
Address:

r____2&

If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact
Elaine Haste on:

" Telephone: 0870 000 2288

e-mail: elaine.haste@dfes.gsi.gov.uk

If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the
Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888
Fax: 01928 794 113

e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk



Which of the following best describes you:

Please Specify:
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1 Do you agree that it is helpful for the DfES to issue guidelines to local
authorities? '
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2 Do you agree that the description of the law (paragraphs 2.1-2. 3) relating to .
elective home education is accurate and clear?

Comments:
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3 Do you agree that the description of local authorities’ responsibilities
(paragraphs 2.5-2.11) is accurate and helpful?



Comments:
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4 Do you agree that the section on contact with the local authonty (paragraphs -
3.4-3.7) is accurate and helpful?

Comments:
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5 Do you agree that the section on providing a full-time education (paragraphs
3.11-3.14) — and in particular, the characteristics of provision (paragraph 3.13) -
is accurate and helpful?




Comments:
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6 Do you agree that the section on developing relationships (section 4) is useful?
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7 a) Are the suggested resources in section 5 and appendix 2 useful?
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7 b) Should any other contacts be included?
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8 Please use this space for any other comments you wish to make about the
guidelines .



Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to
acknowiedge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply

Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on
many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would
it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research
or to send through consultation documents?

All UK national public consultatlons are required to conform to the following
standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for
written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions
are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation
process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the
use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consulitation follows better regulation best practice, in'cluding }
carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

‘Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the
Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/regulation/consuitation-
guidance/content/introduction/index.asp

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.

Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address
shown below by 31 July 2007

Send by post to: :
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Home-based education and the problem of the competence of
inspectors

Education inspectors are rarely competent to judge home-based
education, except in the minority of cases where families adopt school-
type formal courses and structures. This was acknowledged over 25
years ago in Harrison v. Stevenson 1981 where the judge accepted the
submission of the Harrison family that the reports presented by Dr.
James Hemming and Dr Roland Meighan were valid, as against the
Local Authority Inspectors reports, because they had a clear
understanding of the logistics of autonomous education, and the LEA
Inspectors did not.

The fact is that LEA Inspectors have only been trained in one approach
to education - the authoritarian, based on crowd instruction and crowd
control and the dictum of ‘you will do it our way, or else’. When they
try to evaluate home-based education conducted on autonomous
educational principles, we have a situation where basketball experts
are, in effect, trying to judge a game of tennis. Admittedly, both have
nets, balls and a court but these similarities are deceptive and lead to
absurd propositions like ‘the tennis players did not produce evidence of
dribbling skills’, and the raquets did not appear to produce any scoring
of baskets’.

So, Inspectors often report that ‘little teaching was in evidence’.
Autonomous education uses purposive conversation, a method on
average, five times as effective as univited formal teaching. Next,
‘they did not follow the National Curriculum’ No, because the
appropriate curriculum for autonomous education is the Catalogue
Curriculum. And so on, - I will not labour the point.

Those inspectors wanting to get up to date need to consult the 30

years of literature available on modern home-based education - they
can make a start with Comparing Learning Systems by Roland

Meighan.
R 'y 2007
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use the online or offline response facility available on the
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The information you provide in your response will be subject to“tﬁé:Ef'e.‘e_QémOf'
information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow
public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily
mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are
exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to
which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by
ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an
automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude
the public right of access.

Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential,

Organisation (if applicable) -C:qo. Pag_&_@)

Address: Fr N
E— TR
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If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact
Elaine Haste on:

Telephone: 0870 000 2288
e-mail:

if you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the
Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888

Fax: 01928 794 113

e-mail: ,
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Which of the following best describes you:

Organisation

. Local
Home educator representing home v .
ed%cators o authority
Young person who
is/was home ] Other (please specify)

educated

Wx"w"aﬁ"""\'?"s" twmmaw& Leces:
%7 *S ) N coC’Mel—t o SC%:MA,MA c\rers ot

-%i gs = Noy 006. [Headed “e Service G Eleciive Howe Ed +
Siede Oraldrew” D

Cuvig
* Jept 19Ty - WOy [Teachury tn Rrmnanys Secom Sctro
SP dwb M g gos'»hm o€ .Se%zo -:\32«4 eu
e (A9 - Conlimiing I oo o R 8toky eAuwcated clrddien .
gﬂ have also attewdecd “He lmﬁ% Bobwecttins Gasleveres
Mmeeting o naarndier of rePreasdotives Ve Klaen € ohrcataca
Dobiodioe &+ a repreassietive e “he DESS + OSSTED .
Wkl LAas
.“TLm ate Fovne €xevw~yles ok aeod.vsrmpb\:c-e,:h-\a& weed. bo e
Avoda W Un  RoeXiovial Poliey .

| weda be o\.g'_iADU\:ed to ke mwcddoed na
W Pl""""wﬁ l drscatssicm o Tvas  de (S VEVET I T

B

3.75-071.

Schoat |

Cy 13 Sheeks enclosed)



1 Do you agree that it is helpful for the DfES to issue guidelines to local
authorities?

/ Yes No Not Sure
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2 Do you agree that the description of the law (paragraphs 2.1-2.3) relating to
elective home education is accurate and clear?

V| Yes No Not Sure

Comments:
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3 Do you agree that the description of local authorities’ responsibilities
(paragraphs 2.5-2.11) is accurate and helpful?
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Yes No Not Sure
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4 Do you agree that the section on contact with the local authority (paragraphs
3.4-3.7) is accurate and helpful?

Yes +INo Not Sure
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5 Do you agree that the section on providing a full-time education (paragraphs
3.11-3.14) - and in particular, the characteristics of provision (paragraph 3.13) —

is accurate and helpful?

Yes INo Not Sure
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6 Do you agree that the section on developing relationships (section 4) is useful?

Yes ‘INo Not Sure
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7 a) Are the suggested resources in section 5 and appendix 2 useful?
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7 b) Should any other contacts be included?

S

4
No Not Sure

l/ Yes
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8 Please use this space for any other comments you wish to make about the
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Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to
acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowiledge this reply ,X

Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on
many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would
it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research
or to send through consultation documents?

X Yes ;:'No

All UK national public consuitations are required to conform to the following
standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for
written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions
are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation
process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the
use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice, including
carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the
Cabinet Office Website: hitp://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-
guidance/content/introduction/index.asp

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.

Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address
shown below by 31 July 2007

Send by post to:
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Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.

Name
Organisation (if applicable)
Address:

Anonymous

England




Which of the following best describes you:

Please Specify:

Concerned parent who feels that parent’s rights and choices are being eroded away by
people who profess to care for children more than their parents. I’m sure more harm is
done than good by interfering in parent’s decisions for their children.




1 Do you agree that it is helpful fos.the-DfES to issue guidelines to local
authorities? :

Comments:

Whether a parent decides to send a child to school or home educate that decision is made with the bes
with the intention of reproducing at home what children do in school does not offer any diversity, onl
they’re relevant, flexible and adaptable to different situations. Guidelines should recognise that the ve
children and do what’s best for their children.

2 Do you agree that the description of the law (paragraphs 2.1-2.3) relating to
elective home education is accurate and clear?

Comments:

I agree that a child’s education is the responsibility of the parent whether the child is home educated «
their children to school, and then some have nothing to do with their child’s education, blaming the a
guidelines are needed for those parents, as they have already elected to have the authorities decide wt
perhaps those parents should issue guidelines for the authorities; who is failing whom? I feel that if a
parent and that parent chooses to home educate then they should be left to do that how they see fit, W]
interests of the child. How can a stranger know if the education being provided is efficient or suitable
this?

3 Do you agree that the description of local authorities’ responsibilities
(paragraphs 2.5-2.11) is accurate and helpful?




Comments:

[ think parents know better than authorities what’s available for their children, they
look into alternatives when one approach isn’t working, seeking help from
appropriate sources, and probably learn more about home education than the
authorities therefore are able to advise them rather than the other way round.

Children who are in school or being home educated are not missing so interfering in
parental choice isn’t going to find missing children.

I do not believe it’s up to the authorities to decide if a child is receiving a suitable
education, or have the right to serve notice. Different approaches suit different
children, just as different environments suit different children.

Parents are responsible for safeguarding and promoting the welfare of their
children, who better? If parents chose an alternative path from the majority, that
doesn’t mean they’re not deing this. Is it assumed only parents who send their
children to school are fulfilling their responsibilities to their children? Home
educating parents home educate because they do care mostly about their children’s
safety, happiness, welfare and education. If you are trying to find children who are
not cared for properly by their parents, you are looking in the wrong direction.

4 Do you agree that the section on contact with the local authority
(paragraphs 3.4-3.7) is accurate and helpful?

Comments;

If parents need advice from the local authority then that should be their choice.
However, if a local authority wants proof of a suitable education being provided,
what suits one authority may not suit another, even with suitable evidence, the local
authority may still not be satisfied. How is this fair to any parent trying to do what’s
best for their child? Perhaps local authorities should try to satisfy parents, respond
to their demands, and provide what parents consider suitable.

5 Do you agree that the section on providing a full-time education (paragraphs
3.11-3.14) — and in particular, the characteristics of provision (paragraph 3.13)
— is accurate and helpful?




Comments:

Helpful to whom? Parent’s who decide to home educate want to provide their
children with a suitable education, therefore parents who home educate do provide
those things listed that local authorities expect in a child’s provision. If a parent
home educates they’re consistently involved in their child’s education, a parent
would not choose to home educate if they did not want this. A parent knows what
their child needs and will provide it to the best of their ability, whether that is in a
school or home environment. Home educating parents can provide more
opportunities for their children than a school environment. Home-educated children
experience learning in a wider variety of places and situations with a wider variety
of children and adults. Funds are the only thing that limits resources for home-
educated children; otherwise, they have access to more resources than those found
in a classroom. Local Authorities should learn to trust parents to make decisions in
the best interests of their children. Parents who want no involvement in their
children’s education, parents who do not care about their children’s weifare are
surely more likely to send their children to school, even if that child is failing in
school, being bullied in school or is just plain unhappy in school, rather than choose
to home educate.

6 Do you agree that the section on developing relationships (section 4) is
useful?

Comments:

A positive relationship cannot be established if local authorities feel they have the
power to investigate a family on the word of one person, hearsay, or without proof.
Any established relationships between families and local authorities will be
undermined by such action. How can parents trust an authority that accepts the
word of anyone without good grounds? Why should any parent be assumed guilty
of that which they’ve been accused and need to prove they’re innocent? People
reach the wrong conclusions, all be it for the right reasons, without looking further
than their own prejudices or beliefs. Authorities should not assume the worst of
parents. The fact that local authorities feel guidelines are necessary for home
educating families means that they do.

7 a) Are the suggested resources in section 5 and appendix 2 useful?

Yes DE@ i




Comments:

Home educators must assume financial responsibility for their children’s education
because funding simply isn’t made available to them. Why? Allocating a fair share
of funds to home educators would be one of the most useful things local authorities

could do in helping home educated children get the education they need, one which
the parent and child chooses.

7 b) Should any other contacts be included?

Comments:
I do not know what you mean.

8 Please use this space for any other comments you wish to make about the
guideiines




Comments:

Parents need to be and should be trusted, most deserve to be. Producing guidelines
to catch a few out will simply alienate the majority. Producing guidelines under the
assumption you know best what all children need, will alienate the majority.
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Consultation Response Form

Education Guid

The closing date for this consultation is: 31 July

2007
Your comments must reach us by that date.

department for

education and skills

creating opportunity, releasing potential, achieving excellence



THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically
please use the online or offline response facility available on the
Department for Education and Skills e-consultation website
(http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations).

The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow
public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily
mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are
exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to
which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by
ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an
automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude
the public right of access.

Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.

Name | D |
Organisation (if applicable) Esﬁ*g;‘“g“’; E(D;; ;u;c;;q;'r; ,QOE FOR Dee ~

Address:

If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact
Elaine Haste on:

Telephone: 0870 000 2288

e-mail: elaine.haste @dfes.gsi.qov.uk

If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the
Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888
Fax: 01928 794 113

e-mail: consultation.unit @ dfes.gsi.gov.uk




SECQETﬂ'Qy OF AN
Home edocAaTING pA
POrPOSE OF ENABL
CHILDREN TO SIT PUBLIC E XYAmMS

ORGANISATION RUN RY
REN TS FOR THe&
ING HOme EDLUCATED




1 Do you agree that it is helpful for the DfES to issue guidelines to local
authorities? :

Comments:

elective home education is accurate and clear?

2 Do you agree that the description of the law (paragraphs 2.1-2.3) relating to

Comments:

3 Do you agree that the description of local authorities’ responsibilities
(paragraphs 2.5-2.11) is accurate and helpful?



Comments:

4 Do you agree that the section on contact with the local authority (paragraphs
3.4-3.7) is accurate and helpful?

Comments:

5 Do you agree that the section on providing a full-time education (paragraphs
3.11-3.14) — and in particular, the characteristics of provision (paragraph 3.13) —
is accurate and helpful?

- =



Comments:

6 Do you agree that the section on developing relationships (section 4) is useful?

Comments:

7 a) Are the suggested resources in section 5 and appendix 2 useful?




Comments:

7 b) Should any other contacts be included?

Comments:

X
C.l.E (Cambh'dgo /Vn‘efnaéﬂ'mna/( Exowvxs) ofLer
l6CSE O ol A S

. omd Aleved kxouns ohici
oL ool able o Novne, - '

aRe] L homn V2
2ck. Conde x Y

. Hills Road C@wubhol%

USefed in o erg -
Contact. UeLes |

8 Please use this space for any other comments you wish to make about the
guidelines '
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Comments:




Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to
acknowledge individual responses uniess you place an X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply

Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on
many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would
it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research
or to send through consultation documents?

B W

All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following
standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for
written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions
are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation
process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the
use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consuitation follows better regulation best practice, including
carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the
Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-
guidance/content/introduction/index.asp

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.

Completed questionnaires and other responses shouid be sent to the address
shown below by 31 July 2007

Send by post to:



