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THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically
please use the online or offline response facility available on the
Department for Education and Skills e-consultation website
(http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations).

The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow
public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily
mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are
exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to
which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by
ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an
automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude

Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.,

Name
Organisation (if applicable)&d:x red Eeachen b
Address:

If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact
Elaine Haste on:

Telephone: 0870 000 2288

e-mail: elaine.haste @dfes.gsi.gov.uk

If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the
Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888
Fax: 01928 794 113

e-mail: consultation.unit @ dfes.qgsi.qgov.uk
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1 Do you agree that it is helpful for the DfES to issue guidelines to local
authorities?
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2 Do you agree that the description of the law (paragraphs 2.1-2.3) relating to
elective home education is accurate and clear?

Comments:

3 Do you agree that the description of local authorities’ responsibilities
(paragraphs 2.5-2.11) is accurate and helpful?
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4 Do you agree that the section on contact with the local authorityoﬁr
3.4-3.7) is accurate and helpful?
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5 Do you agree that the section on providing a full-time education (paragraphs correc
3.11-3.14) — and in particular, the characteristics of provision (paragraph 3.13) —
is accurate and helpful?
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7 a) Are the suggested resources in section 5 and appendix 2 useful?




Comments:

7 b) Should any other contacts be included?

8 Please use this space for any other comments you wish to make about the
guidelines



Comments:




Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to
acknowledge individual responses unless you place an ‘X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply

Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on
many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would
it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research
or to send through consultation documents?

(I .
All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following

standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for
written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions
are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consuitation
process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the
use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consuitation follows better regulation best practice, including
carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the
Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-
guidance/content/introduction/index.asp

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.

Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address
shown below by 31 July 2007

Send by post to:



Elaine Haste, Department for Education and Skills, Mowden Hall, Staindrop
Road, Darlington DL3 9BG

Send by e-mail to: homeeducation.consultation @ dfes.gsi.gov.uk
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Sent: 02 August 2007 14:44
To: CONSULTATION, HomeEducation
Subject: RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION ON ELECTIVE HOME EDUCATION GUIDELINES

Question number & my response:

1. Yes, to help interpret the law objectively instead of making subjective judgements.

2. Itis reasonably accurate and clear as far as it goes — but it leaves LAs having to make considerable
judgements, which they are ill equipped to make. For instance paragraph 2.2 refers to the “ability and
aptitude” of a child. LAs are required to monitor the provision of education but the law says this should
be suited to the “ability and aptitude” of each child. How can LAs make a judgement of the ability and
aptitude of every child?

3. No, this is a major problem area. If LAs are required to provide written information about Home Ed,
this should be produced by central government as every LA will have different views and
interpretations, causing confusion.

Furthermore, LAs should not be asked to make judgements on what constitutes reasonable progress
(para. 2.5) as there is not set definition for this i.e. the “ability and aptitude” of each child differs

greatly.

If the consultation paper is correct in stating that Section 437(1) of the Education Act 1996 empowers
LAs to make a judgement on the suitability of education provided to a child, then this is likely to
cause LAs (and by extension parents) major problems as (a) “suitability” varies greatly as recognised
by the consultation paper and (b) this will require considerable resources leading to LAs being
overstretched which in turn may cause problems in the relationship between parents and LAs.

4. Not really. It is a shame that parents who exercise their legal right not to reply to LAs can then end up
in court. When is a legal right not a legal right? Since the provision of education is so wide-ranging and
“reasonable progress” so subjective, how is it that LAs will be satisfied other than by the narrowest of
definitions? Unless of course they are going to accept any and all responses apart from those whose
children are little more than abandoned, in which case it becomes a criminal matter and not an
educational one. The risk of LAs attempting to judge on suitability and progress is that they may in
effect criminalise parents who do not fit their criteria.

5. Para 3.11 lists what home-educating parents are not required to do. LAs must therefore recognise that
this means there is a possibility of parents having no formal evidence of a “suitable” provision of
education.

6. Overall, yes, but para 4.4 is too prescriptive. By “providing some indication of their objectives” parents
are setting themselves up for trouble if the child(ren) concerned do not meet that objective, as defined
by the LA. And it is recognised by the consultation that children develop at different times and speeds.
How then can parents articulate “objectives™?

Ofsted reports on LAs should be made public.

8/3/2007
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7. (a) Suggested resources are always welcome but they should be just that: suggestions. Parents should
have the option to take them up but by no means be obliged to do so. This includes Commexions — they
should be an optional resource not a pro-active “monitoring” agency.

Yahoo! Answers - Get better answers from someone who knows. Try it now.

This email was received from the INTERNET and scanned by the Government Secure Intranet Anti-
Virus service supplied by Cable& Wireless in partnership with MessageLabs. (CCTM Certificate
Number 2006/04/0007.) In case of problems, please call your organisation’s IT Helpdesk.
Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal

purposes.

8/3/2007
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THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically
please use the online or offline response facility available on the
Department for Education and Skills e-consultation website
(http://Iwww.dfes.gov.uk/consultations).

The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow
public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily
mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are
exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to
which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by
ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an
automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude
the public right of access.

Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.

Name P

Organisation (if applicable)
Address:

If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact
Elaine Haste on:

Telephone: 0870 000 2288
e-mail: elaine.haste@dfes.gsi.gov.uk

If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the
Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888

Fax: 01928 794 113
e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk



Which of the following best describes you:

We are a family living and learning together without reference to schooling. The
children receive their education otherwise than at school and are in charge of
their own leaming. The parents observe, assist and facilitate every aspect of the
children’s needs in with their own philosophy and belief and the
age, abilities, aptitudes and particular or special needs of the children.




1 Do you agree that it is helpful for the DfES to issue guidelines to local
authorities?

(We are responding during the extended period for the consultation because of
the loss of our response due to difficulties caused by a system error at the
DCSF online response web page.)

Not Sure

We are wary of guidelines that may affect our lives and the lives of our children.
Our experience of local authority personnel working in education is that they are
experienced in schooling. They frequently do not have a suitable understanding
of autonomy for children in the matter of their lives and education, because they
are trained in the traditional schooling model of education in which children
receive uninvited teaching and are subject to assessments, testing and an
unacceptable level of coercion. We are fundamentally opposed to this treatment
of children. Our experience is that officials do not understand autonomous
home education or education law and that, where they do understand the law,
they do not agree with it and are prepared to misrepresent the law to home
educators who do not know their rights in order to forward their own agenda of
compulsory home visits to carry out monitoring and assessment of children who
are home educated. This is a widespread abusive practice that typifies official
attitudes to home educators in our opinion. It is reinforced by departmental
official and public comments and communications in which government officials
and ministers state that school is where children should best receive an
education, that most people choose schooling, that many home educators
welcome home inspection visits and monitoring etc., and that all education of
children in this country is regulated and prescribed by the state and that home
education is an unwelcome anomaly. We are dedicated to the real education of
our children and the protection of their fundamental freedoms. Since our choice
is routinely offended against, insulted and disrespected by local and national
government, and since we view every aspect of schooling and imposed learning
as anti educational and detrimental to the well being of children, we are very
wary of guidelines about our alternative lifestyle choice being issued by any
department of this government who praise schooling so highly whilst
disrespecting our choice, because we genuinely fear the harm it may do in the
lives of our children. In law, schooling and education otherwise than at school
have equal status.

On the other hand, if guidelines were to be legally accurate and there were
some form of redress for families whose lawful rights are not respected, or
some sanction of warning to local authorities about overstepping the powers




conferred upon them, then this could be very helpful as well as conducive to
good relations between home educators and their local authority where this is
desired. However, it should be borne in mind that home educators are not
obliged to have a relationship with their local authority. Legally accurate
guidelines would also save the state unnecessary expense where local
authorities currently use public funding to carry out expensive ultra vires
practices.

Therefore, we hope that legally accurate guidelines will be produced.

2 Do you agree that the description of the law (paragraphs 2.1-2.3) relating to
elective home education is accurate and clear? |

Yes.

However, though efficient and suitable education are not defined in the

Education Act 1996 they **are** defined in case law. So that part is misleading

and may compound the worries of local authority personnel who believe they
sible to ensure the education of our children as efficient and suitable

etc. Thecaselawd@ﬁmaonsofefﬁmentand suitable are part of the required
standard, not specific curricula requirements or standards.

LAs can assist home educators financially, some already do. LAs have a
discretionary budget that can be used for this purpose.

3 Do you agree that the description of local authorities’ responssbﬂmes
(paragraphs 2.5-2.11) is accurate and heipful?




Please include in the final guidelines:
ECHR legislation, Article 8:

"Everyone has the right to respect for his private and family life, his home and
his correspondence. There shall be no interference by a public authority with
the exercise of this right except such as is in accordance with the law and is
necessary in a democratic society in the interests of national security, public
safety or the economic well-being of the country, for the prevention of disorder
or crime, for the protection of health or morals, or for the protection of the rights
and freedoms of others."

(LAs do not have the right of access to the home unless there is cause to
believe a child is at risk. This should only be done in carrying out the functions
already conferred on them, not as routine investigations of home educators.)

Please remove the phrase “reasonable progress.” It is not legal. There is no
duty to monitor home education.

It should continue to be emphasised that children who are being educated at
home are not children missing education.

There should be a proper procedure to ensure that those home educators who
welcome involvement in the development of LAs policy have the opportunity to
take part. Ofsted should inspect for this standard as a part of their regime.

4 Do you agree that the section on contact with the local authority (paragraphs
3.4-3.7) is accurate and helpful?

We find the comments about people from different cultural or racial groups
racist and prejudicial. The Ivatts’ report is a disgraceful example of arrogance
about school systems and standards and judgements based on ignorance and
prejudice about alternative educational methods. Comments in that study about
alternative lifestyles and aspirations are completely unacceptable. LAs should
not discriminate between categories of people who home educate. The law
should be applied equally to all home educators.

There is no duty to monitor home education as other parts of the proposed
guidelines already agree; therefore all references implying that monitoring is a
duty of the local authority should be deleted.

Parents can answer informal enquiries in any reasonable manner. The local




authority should not attempt to influence the form of response and should not
just accept a “wide range” of responses. They should accept responses!

The legal information about deregistration of a registered pupil from a state
school is out of date. In fact the whole document is shabby and disrespectful to
the home educating community in that it is seriously presented as proposed
guidelines, is not written for us but expects our attention and is a patched up
document of other pieces, some of which we recognise from the Scottish
guidelines that are clearly not applicable to English law, since Scottish law is
different, and increasingly so since it is now a devolved issue. We hope that
officials in England will pay proper respect to English law.

5 Do you agree that the section on providing a full-time education (paragraphs
3.11-3.14) — and in particular, the characteristics of provision (paragraph 3.13) —
is accurate and helpful?

In response to general enquiries, parents need only provide information
sufficient to dispel any appearance of a failure to provide a suitable education to
a child in their care. If the local authority has no cause, as a result of these
enquiries, to conclude that there is an appearance that the parents are failing
their section seven duty, then that is the end of the matter. The local authority

has fulfilled the legal duty.

Our local authority have written to us insisting that we must demonstrate all the
features of your list at section 3.13 citing this proposed guidance. They feel that
under section 3.14, if we do not demonstrate each of these characteristics they
may conclude that we are failing our section seven duty. None of these features
is a legal requirement. Your proposed guidance has already sanctioned the
ultra vires practise of my local authority. Here are some reasons why | do not
like your list:

The privacy and freedom of our family depends on us being able to provide the
answer we think suitable to show that we are not failing in our section seven
duty. We are more than confident that we can do this, but we should not have to
do it with reference to any list of desirable characteristics set out by the local
authority. For the reason that we view a list as an attempt to influence the form
or content of our response, and the concept of a list as providing a dangerous -
precedent for developing extra legal requirements that may be harmful to our
children, we are opposed to any form of list of requirements that must be
fulfilled before a provision can be deemed suitable. We believe the current legal
standard that a parent should provide sufficient information to dispel any




appearance of a failure to fulfil the section seven duty is easy to understand and
does not need explanation. However, the following points address the list you
have come up with in the current proposed guidelines:

Point one asks us to demonstrate to the local authority that we are consistently
involved in the education of our children. This is not only not a legal
requirement, but is also a private matter about how our family functions and is
therefore not a matter for official inquisition.

Point two asks, in effect, that we demonstrate to an official from the local
authority that we take our children’s needs and aspirations seriously. This is not
only not a legal requirement, but is also a private matter about how our family
functions and is therefore not a matter for official inquisition. Additionally the
monumental hypocrisy of this proposed requirement now motivating our local
authority is breath taking. We absolutely refute and reject the authority or
qualification of LA personnel to address this aspect of our provision, or of any
family, while they so completely disrespect and mistreat children in their
compulsory provisions! This authority carries out truancy sweeps. How is that
recognising the needs, attitudes and aspirations of children? Of course we take
our children, their needs, attitudes and aspirations seriously or we would not be
home educating them, but we refuse to have this aspect of our parenting as a
subject of official enquiries and to be told that under section 3.14 if we do not
demonstrate that we take our children seriously the authority will write to us to
tell us why our provision is unsatisfactory. This is not a legal requirement and
should not be in the guidance.

The same thing applies to the rest of 3.13 some of which is ridiculous, such as
the requirement to show that our children’s learning is not boring,
(“Opportunities for the child to be stimulated by their learning

experiences.”) We think this is an example of why these lists are likely to be
unhelpful, because they are an example of “school” thinking. If a child chooses
their own learning experiences they would choose things they find stimulating. If
they were in school, however, it might be necessary to plan and provide these
specially arranged "opportunities" in between uninvited teaching sessions in
order to prevent them from toppling over into brain death! Most people who
have been schooled are familiar with opportunities to be bored! However, we
have the luxury of just being able to live a life, which is full of opportunities of
itself, and where the extremely rare occasion of boredom is merely a signal and
a motivator, in between periods of development, to move on and find something
suitable without artificially arranged appointments that may only maintain the
status quo. However, the law does not stipulate the right not to be bored or that
parents can be deemed to be failing their section seven duty if they do not
demonstrate stimulating opportunities to the local authority.

We think there should be no list of acceptable or expected characteristics and
that the legal standard should be maintained in guidelines. Parents may answer




enquiries in their chosen method with sufficient information that would satisfy a
reasonable person, on the balance of probabilities only, that they are not failing
in their section seven duty

6 Do you agree that the section on developing relationships (section 4) is useful?

We agree with the response of our regional group who said, “‘We think this
couid be useful if they accurately interpret the law and would then assist good
ationships with the LA and home educators, where this is wished. Some
home educators do not want to have a relationship with the LA further than

answering informal enquiries and this should be respected.”

7 a) Are the suggested resources in section 5 and appendix 2 useful?

We have found all of our resources and support ourseives or with information
from other home educators.




7 b) Should any other contacts be included?

East Midiand Home Education yahoo group and network for families home
educating in the region.

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/emhe/

AHEd (Action for Home Education) is a National Home Education information,
support and action network group for England, Wales and Northern Ireland.
Membership is free to those who support the group’s aims. Members take part
in discussion group and membership action to support home education
freedoms. AHEd has a public access wiki where you can make your own pages
or add to information on pages.

Contact details:

: iri or ahed@ahed.org.uk or
AHEGd public wiki, pages of information, articles, news and links of relevance to
home education: http://ahed.pbwiki.com/

8 Please use this space for any other comments you wish to make about the
guidelines




Children’s comments:

Faged nine years.) Please don’t boss us about. You should think the
best of people and not the worst.

m(aged twelve years.) First off, | like being at home and being
educated at home. It would be irritating to be visited by the local authority. | love
being with my friends but, luckily, because | am home educated, | don’t have to
be with them all the time every day even though it is lots of fun. (Don’t skip on

the fun Uncle [

P(aged thirteen years.) | don’t know if we need guidelines or not but
ey might be helpful if they were right. | wouldn’t like a stranger to come into

my home to ask me questions about ridiculous things because aside from it
being a stranger, which is intrusive, they shouldn’t assume that everyone is
guilty and needs to be checked upon every year. We shouldn’t have to show
3.13 because it is not the place of the local authority to intrude on our family
and tell us how to show education. The list shows they might not actually listen
to us because they want us to do it their way. It doesn’t actually stimulate a
child’s brain to have everything put out for them like opportunities to be
stimulated. They can choose their own opportunities and if they don’t they are
not ready for it yet.

| wouldn’t like information about me given to people | don’t know, like
connexions, without my permission. | would like to know what the information is

before it is passed on.

I don’t want to have to move to Scotland to be able to have EMA when | am
sixteen. | think it is not fair that home-educated people don’t get EMA just like
any other student who carries on learning after sixteen.

Why do the truancy people have to stop people in the street when they already
know who is not in school because of the registers? They should just believe

children who say they are home educated if they haven't got proof that they are
not ... or they could just torture them until they tell them what school they don’t

go to!




Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to
acknowiedge individual responses uniess you place an 'X' in the box below.

Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on
many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would
it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research
or to send through consuitation documents?

All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following
standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for
written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions
are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation
process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the

use of a designated consuitation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulaﬂon best practice, including
carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the
Cabinet Office Website: hitp://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-
guidance/content/introduction/index.asp

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.

Compieted questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address
shown below by 31 July 2007

Send by post to:
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THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically
(http:/ivww .dfes.gov.ukiconsultations).

The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow
public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily
mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are
exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to
which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by
ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an
automatically-ge ied e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude
the public right of access.

genera

Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.

Name

000 SO
Organisation (if applicabie) | 7 ;
Address: |

If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact
Elaine Haste on:

Telephone: 0870 000 2288

e-mail: elaine.haste fes.gsi.gov.uk

If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the
Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888
Fax: 01928 794 113
e-mail; consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk




Which of the following best describes you:

rlease Specify:




1 Do you agree that it is helpful for the DfES to issue guidelines to local
authorities?

; ments: It should be made clear that the guidelines are for local authorities
jand not parents.

it should also be made clear that the legal responsibility of the LA is to act ONLY
, there is an appearance of failure to provide an education; this is not the
e as ensuring a suitable education. Ensuring a suitable education is the
responsibility of the parents.
iCurrently LAs often think they have duties at a role regarding children educated
frather than at school which has no foundation in law.

A change in wording would be helpful,

1.1 From "at home instead of” to "by means other than".
1.3 From "at home" to "other than at school"

1.4 From "suitability" to "fact”

This part is unnecessary repetition:

hey must also ensure that their children receive suitable full-time
ucation for as long as they are being educated at home. "

2 Do you agree that the description of the law (paragraphs 2.1-2.3) relating to
elective home education is accurate and clear?




iComments:

3 Do you agree that the description of local authorities’ responsibilities
(paragraphs 2.5-2.11) ’is accurate and helpful?

|

ments: It would be helpful to change,

' .5 "make reasonable progress" to "receive an education suited to their age,
faptitude and ability”

r gain it would be helpful to add that judging which of these approaches is best
ffor individual children is a parent's rather than a LA responsibility.

4 Do you agree that the section on contact with the local authority (paragraphs
3.4-3.7) is accurate and helpful?

’ omments: This section implies that the LA has authority to meet and discuss th
leducational provision, it doesn't.

ies that if a family do not want involvement with the LA, that




Ithis is evidence of a problem. This implication is not warranted.
[The reference to GRT families seems to be racial discrimination.

7

IThis paragraph implies that even if there are NO concerns about the educational
provision, parents must still either meet the LA or provide a report. This is not
hat the law says. This would be both very time consuming and expensive.

5 Do you agree that the section on providing a full-time education (paragraphs
3.11-3.14) — and in particular, the characteristics of provision (paragraph 3.13) —
is accurate and helpful?

iComments: 3.11-3.13 Helpful

3.14 Not helpful. Implies a tick box system.

6 Do you agree that the section on developing relationships (section 4) is useful?

iComments: However, it has the potential to be very helpful.

IGood to see that there are lots of important points for local authority employees in
is section. However, it needs re-working in order to promote equal relationships
ihetween local authority employees and those families who SEEK such
trelationships.

.1: For relationships to be rooted in mutual understanding, trust and respect, any
frelationships must not be forced or otherwise
jcompulsory.

}4.2: It is impossible for relationships rooted in mutual understanding, trust and

frespect to evolve if there is an obligation for relationships to be formed. The very |




ifact of obligation upsets the balance of the relationships. However, if the
uidance can help local authorty employees to develop relationships based on
ftrust with

ITHOSE WHO WANT TO HAVE THEM that would be a good thing.

l4.3 Although some parents may welcome general advice and suggestions about
fresources, methods and materials, SOME MAY NOT. LAs should not specify a
fcurriculum

which parents must follow.

l4.4 "Their commitment to providing an efficient education that is suitable for their
ichild may be demonstrated by THEM STATING THAT THEY ARE PROVIDING
[EDUCATION OTHER THAN THAT OF SCHOOL FOR THEIR CHILDREN.

J4.6: Local authorities should provide ALL parents with children of combulsory
feducation age with information referred to in section 4.5.

meet with parents/chrldren who are educatmg/educated other than at a school.
IParents who educate other than at a school do not have to agree to meet with thef
same if requested.

l4.7: "Local authorities should acknowledge that learning takes place in a wide
ariety of environments and not only in the home. Some parents are happy for
ithe local authority to have the opportunity to see the child in their learning
lenvironment," SOME ARE NOT.

I"The authority does not, however, have a legal right of access to the home and
{the matter should not be forced." OR ROUTINELY REQUESTED

not of itself constitute a ground for concern
labout the education provision being made."

IHowever the following statement is misleading.

Il As should, in the vast majority of cases, be able to discuss and evaluate the
iparents' educational provision by alternative means.

arents might prefer, for example, to write a report, provide samples of work,
fhave their educational provision endorsed by a third party (such as an
findependent home tutor) or provide evidence in some other appropriate form."




fthose who are educated by other means, are of

Iharamount concern and the responsibility of the whole community. As with
chool-educated children, child protection issues may arise in relation to home-
ducated children. If any child protection concerns come to light in the course of
lengagement with children and families, or otherwise, these concerns should
limmediately be referred to the appropriate authorities using established
Iprotocols. AS WELFARE AND PROTECTION CONCERNS ARE NOT
EDUCATIONAL ISSUES. HOWEVER, LOCAL AUTHORITY EMPLOYEES
ISHOULD NOT REFER CHILDREN TO OTHER AGENCIES AS A RESULT OF

ITHEIR FAMILIES EDUCATIONAL BELIEFS.

;' .11: Authorities will wish to review all of their procedures and practices in

Irelation to home education on a regular basis to see if d1

improvements can be made to further PROVIDE SERVICES TO PARENTS WH

. REQUEST THEM (rather than: develop relationships and meet the needs
Jof children and parents). Home education organisations and home-educating
Iparents MUST (instead of should) be involved in this

rocess of review IN ORDER FOR IT TO BE REGARDED AS VALID BY THEM.
IEffective reviews, together with the sensitive handling of any

lcomplaints, will help Las TO PROVIDE SERVICES TO THOSE WHO SEEK

ITHEM (rather than to secure effective partnership.)

IEducational responsibility starts and stops with parents: there is no automatic

fpartnership. However, some parents might welcome voluntary partnership with

omments: Section 5 is only helpful when stressed that it is intended to
ROVIDE SERVICES TO PARENTS WHO SEEK THE ADVICE, and that many

ay choose not too.
It also implies that local authorities can pick and choose which families to give

ssistance to - another aspect which would impede any possible "equal footing"
elationships.

.10 The guidance must state that LAs must remember that children educated
ther than at a school do NOT have to give any information




{personal or otherwise) about themselves to school truéncy patrois other than to
tate that they are educated other than at a school,
e home educated, or have a home based education etc.

- J

7 b) Should any other contacts be included?

ments:

8 Please use this space for any other comments you wish to make about the
guidelines

omments: We have a very good relationship with the LA in our area, and |
aalise how fortunate we are. This relationship exists, not because the LA have
dcontact with every individual family that chooses to educate their children
fotherwise, but because they have a good relationship with those that CHOOSE toj
lcontact them, with the mutual respect that the consultation talks of. This makes
them extremely approachable for others considering contacting them, and makes
it more likely that they will do so.




Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not .intend to
acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply X

Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on
many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would
it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research
or to send through consultation documents?

All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following
standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for
written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions
are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation
process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department's effectiveness at consultation, including through the
use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice, including
carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the
Cabinet Office Website: hitp://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-
guidance/content/introduction/index.asp

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consuitation.

Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address
shown below by 31 July 2007

Send by post to:

Elaine Haste, Department for Education and Skills, Mowden Hall, Staindrop
Road, Darlington DL3 9BG
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Sent: 06 August 2007 11:14

To: G

Subject: FW: Elective home education

Sent: 06 August 2007 10:50
To: 'www.consultation.UNIT@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk'’
Subject: Elective home education

Questions for Consultation

1. Do you agree that it is helpful for the DfES to issue guidelines to local authorities?
It is helpful to have a consistent set of guidelines that can be implemented across the country, that are based in
law and not open to local interpretation.

2. Do you agree that the description of the law (paragraphs 2.1-2.3) relating to elective home education is
accurate and clear? . S
The law relating to Home Education is in conflict with recent legislation. Whilst it is the parents’ right to
educate their with regard to their religious and philosophical background, it goes against religious inclusion
and the varied philosophical backgrounds that spring from a multi-cultural society. The contradictions in law
could be seen to provide the opportunities for religious intolerance and give rise to dogma.

3. Do you agree that the description of local authorities’ responsibilities (paragraphs 2.5-2.11) is
accurate and helpful?
The description of the LA’s responsibilities remains ambiguous. Whilst it remains that the LA has no right to
see the child or enter the home, they are not in a position to monitor the suitability or effectiveness of the
education provided.
o There may be Health and safety concerns in terms of the education setting,
o If the LA has no right to see the child how are they meant to assess whether the child had made
any progress and is equipped for life in his/her community and life beyond?
With respect to safeguarding children, it is widely accepted that schools are in an excellent position to monitor
the health and well-being of children and young people. When the LA representative has no legal power to see
a child on their visits how can the LA be seen to be fulfilling their duty to safeguard? The child could be dead,
be living with relatives (when all sorts of cultural practices may be taking place) or neglected.
It is naive to assume that the public would ring in their concerns to Children’s Social Care as many families
live in isolated settings and have a long tradition of being on the fringes of society. It would be much more
useful for LA to be instructed to check against CONTACT POINT or their local Social Care Services to
establish if any concerns exist, and where such concerns exist a plan formulated between the family and the
I.A to monitor the child’s welfare/education

4. Do you agree that the section on contact with the local authority (paragraphs 3.4-3.7) is accurate and
helpful?

There is very clear guidance on what the parents can expect and request from the LA. However, the LA is not
able to monitor the child’s welfare of fulfil their duty to safeguard the child if they have no right to see them or
to view the education setting

5. Do you agree that the section on providing a full-time education (paragraphs 3.11-3.14) — and in
particular, the characteristics of provision (paragraph 3.13) — is accurate and helpful?

07/08/2007
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I would like to see this tightened up. The draft currently states that the LA should advise and support parents
with

o Equipped premises — does this mean that parents will be interpretating this as the LA shouid
provide specialist learning environments. E.g an IT suite, a science lab, a DT room, an
extension on a parent’s house for an art room!?

o Formal lessons - will this be interpreted as the LA providing 1:1 tuition with a qualified
teacher, a formal setting?

o School peer group — will the LA be held responsible for providing social networking
opportunities?

6. Do you agree that the section on developing relationships (section 4) is useful?

The overriding factor that makes it difficult to establish consistent working relationships with the LA and
parents is the inability to see a child at home or in their education setting when monitoring their education.
Parents are distrustful and LA officers forced to accept that in many cases they are unable to say whether a
child has made any progress as they have not seen the child (again). A referral to Social Care does not endear
the LA officer to the family. ‘ '

There must be a procedure between social care and the LA EHE Officer that can be implemented when a child
is not seen. The 1989 Children’s Act S47, says there is a duty to investigate if there is reasonable harm. Whilst
the LA officer is unable to see the child he/she is unable to determine whether the child is at risk.

7a.  Are the suggested resources in section 5 and appendix 2 useful?
How can the LA be expected to assist in arranging work experience for a child they may have not seen. The
will not be able to assess their social skills and the appropriateness of the placement for the young person

7b.  Should any other contacts be included?
CRB and vetting and barring details

Please use this space for any other comments you wish to make about the guidance
Assumptions have been made that families wishing to Home Educate their child will have deregistered their

child from school.

o What happens to the small number of children that have NEVER been registered at pre-school
and then mainstream school?
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Please note that the Council may need to disclose this e-mail under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 or the Environmental
Information Regulations 2004.

Important: This e-mail and its attachments are intended for the above-named only and may be confidential. If they have come to
you in error you must take no action based on them, nor must you copy or show them to anyone; please e-mail us immediately
at enquiries@cornwall.gov.uk

Security Warning: Although this e-mail and its attachments have been screened and are believed to be free from any virus, it is
the responsibility of the recipient to ensure that they are virus free. The Authority will not accept liability for any damage caused

by a virus

This email was received from the INTERNET and scanned by the Government Secure Intranet Anti-Virus
service supplied by Cable&Wireless in partnership with MessageLabs. (CCTM Certificate Number

2006/04/0007.) In case of problems, please call your organisation’s IT Helpdesk.
Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal purposes.
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